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And Iheard a Voice from Heaven, Jazi 
wnto me, Write, Bleſſed are the De 
which die in the Lord. from bencefort 
yea, ſaith the Spirit, that they may r 
from their Labours, and their Works 
follow them, 


ith. Att. C— _— 
— cﬀJy_ 


LO N D 0 N, 3 
Printed ; in the YEAR MDCLXX 


/00. Pl : 166. 


R 


a—> .* 
I” 
Rv» \ 
oh” 
vp , 
Iv , 
-, EI el 4 p* 
} 4 », o 


_ «4 _ 
" wh, 81 > 
mY 
F «4 '» 
t j I / d Þ 
i I, c 
, 9 4 YN 


ig T@ TRE 


Reader. 


Chriſtian Reader, L 
Tz canſt hardly have | 

| lived in this Age, (at ? 
d leaft near London) and | 
not have heard of Mr. Ralph 
Venning, whoſe plainnels,. | 
yet eloquence and authort- | 
ty, &c, made him eminent in 
- his Preaching to all that 
' beardbim, or heard of bim'; © 
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To the Reader; 
| and whoſe bumility, meeks 


and behaviour, made him lo- 
ved of all that ever diſcourſ- 
ed him, For my part, I muſt 
needs tell ther, t 
knew his fellow in all things, 
 Hiilorks alreadyforth-Pub. 
 Gfhed by himſelf, and that o- 


the Preſs,and (mce Publiſhed, 


of him than T am able to pive 
thee, though I knew him well. 
Therefore to them I recom- 

MY ne ng. 


et Sore i + 


| neſs and courteſie in carriage | 


hardly ever 


ther Piece by him fitted for 


149 give thee a better account | 


m__ . 
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To the Reader: 
mend thee. Here is ſomthing- 
more of his wherewith I now- 
Preſent thee, viz, T hree Ser=- | 
mons preached by him fome- 
time [ince,to two ſeveral Con. 
gregations!nLondongwhich,. 
I hope,may prove asprofitable 
tothee, as by the ſcope and 
matter of them it appears his 
Sickneſs was 10 him, which: 
was the occaſion of theſeStudies 

That from Phil. 1,30, was 
Drefaced with theſe words at 
the delivery of it, (Beloved: ? 
- inthe Lord, l ſuppoſemany 
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To the Reader: 


of you are come with an ex 


ecation to hear what God 
Hath done for my Soul, in 
this morethan ordinary dy- 
ing time of my life, I ſhall 
therfore entertain you with 
a Diſcourle from a portion 
ofScripture which lay much 


upon my heartthen,and has | 


fince ; You will find it writ- 
ten in,&c.d hence he comes 
zo ſhew you, What a joy tis 
to a Chriſtian whether he 
live or die,joChriſt be mag- 
 nified by his life or death? 


(which. 


_— 


_ 


\Torh- R-ader, 
Cwhich temper . you need nof 
queſtion but he was Will . aC- 
- gquainted with, ) where he aiſo 
ſhews us, what 'tis ro mag- 
nific Chriſt in our life and 
death, 

That Sermon from Phil, 
5.32, 4s Preached to another. 
Conpgregation.and was Uſherd 
in with this Preface My. 
dearly Beloved, I-ſhall fo 
far preſume upon your in-- 
genuity and candor, as not 
to Apologize for my long 
abſence, ſeeing you are not 
Ag - ſtran- 


To the R-afer; 


 offirenzers tothe ca'ſc that has 

made'mme'a ttrang-r 80 :50u, 
| 'T he latt day God give me 
an opportunity to declare 
 fomthing elſewhere , T ſhall 


now (God-willing). goon 


= ſpeak further co the like 
occaſion, andacquaint you 


alſo with what God did, and 
with what God does for my 
ſoul, You will fiade tc written 
in, &c.1 From whence he ſhews 


904, That 'tis Chriſt that 


makes it worth our while to 


| live or die ; that be'is the 
C | on | 


, To the Reader; 

-: 'n bo:b of life and death, 

| .and wherctait appzars that: 

v he js ſo. | | ' 
The third Sermon. was.. 

frem iſa 38.17 where he ſheus. 

you, How to know when. 

God Jcitvers us, or dacs any 

thing tor us in love. 

An: theſe three.things right, | 
I underito>d and experien.. 
ce |. what eed we more. | 

I {hall not need 10 trouble thee 
With any further 'relume. 
nary D:fcourſ-, I 40 but de> 
fa.nthee from thai wh ch may 

mcre 
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| _ Tothe Readesh : 
| #1ove redound to thy profit and 
| which [ now ( e/pecrally if 
thou kn'weſi the Preacher) 
thou Yoft 1ong to be at. 4 her. 
l fore I halt onely commend 
j1: £9 thee, and thee ro Gods 
{Help and Aſlittance in the 
[Read!:g of it, that ſoit may 
laboand 482 thy eernal Come 
| for 6,and remain, Era 


i ohm til Crifles 


$cr vice, 


LT, 


y 

£ 

1, 
% = 
Ba 


f 
| 


{ 
1 
x 
| 


| 
| 


oP 


A---- 


Te : | 
AEKSKKTTDREASALAS | 


DEAD 


' Inſtructing the 
G& 


LOBES 


——— 
i ae tt 


I SA. 38. part of ver.y7+ 
.--Thou haſt in love to my Soul deliveref 
it from the Pit of Corruption: for thow 
haft caſt all my ſins behind thy back- 


HESE words area part of Hel 
gekiahs Thankſgiving-Songs' 
afceraRecovery from a greats 
longs and dangerous Sickneſs 


WV . 
: Or, afcer his Return from a threatned 


«a 


Death: for, ſentence of death was 
"alled upon him ; bur God delivered = 
Bal. 


2 (2) | 
him from ſo great 4a death? and that ( he 
faith) is love to his ſoul, | 


The .rrue reading of the words is 
thus, Theu baſt delivered my [oul from ® 
;the death; Or, thou haſt .in love em- 
| _—_ m7 ſouls (i.e) life or me.) from 
. ateath. 


in them you may pleaſe ro ob- | 
:lerve, 


2, The Mercy vouchſafed and ac- 
knowledged z Thou haſt-- delivered me 
vom the Pit-- 
-.2- The Prof or the Ground of this, 
"(for it may be taken both wwaye*) 
_=_— haft caſt all my fins behind thy 
 D&CRs 


The. Propoſition that 7 ſhall enter- 
tain you with will be from che firſt : 
and 7 will bring in the other as an e-? | 
vidence of that, The Propciition is { 
-chis, : 


That 


& (3) | 
That wide (Gd er in live t0'us, 
is matter of great Thanksgiving #8 
him: (for he meaneth by way of 
| acknowledging his great beholdings 
neſs to God in giving him his life, 

- Whar God does in love 70 us, is Mat=-, 

rer -of great thanks from us to Gods 
' -Tis not only the deliverance', but 
| the love in it, that he ſeems to be 
| much more taken and raviſhed with, 
, then with the deliverance it (elf, fo 
ſhould it be with us 4lſo. 

There are but ewo things as to the 
Do&rinal part, that 7 ſhall have need 
to ſpeak to, ts 


| 1. To:ſhew you how we may know 
when a thing is done by God to usg 
in love to our ſouls, when we have 
Mercies #» love, and Deliverances in 
love: | 
> | 2, Toſh:w you why ic ſhould be 
's C(uch * matter of great and ſpecial 
Thaikſgiving uato God. 
OS Firfty | 


Tr ny WR I as > re et 


"of 


Firſt, how we may knew when God 


| delivereth us from dangers, or death, 


Or any other evil, i love to onr ſouls. 


| A truth which 1think every one is, or 
| lam ſure ſhould be, very deſirous to 
| krow, Bir, b<fore 1 (peak diftinly 


ro it, 1 ſhill promiſe theſe chree gra- 
dual Conliderations. 


4, *Tis good ts interpret God inthe beft 
ſenſe, in his worſt dealings with us. We 


may eaſily take up too many and too 


hard thoughts of God, bat we cannot 
take up too many good thoughts of 
God. Thisis evident, that his -mercies 
are more fo us then his judgements are 
pon us: while we are on this (ide Hell, 
Lis (0,to the worſt of men. Fudament, 
God ſpeaks of it as his firange work, a 
thing that he is but little uſcd to, and 
ſeems to care.to be |-(s acquainted 


with ; but mercy, thar is his familiar » 
and his aſual! work, a daily work; fois, 


not judgment, Now,if mercy be more 


EXCr- 
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(5 
exerciſed towards us then Pudement, 
ſhould nor our thoughts of God: be 
good thoughts, and ſhould not we inter- 
pret the beſt, and not think. hardly of 
him, andquarrel with his Providen- 
ces ? «- He (lays the Pſalmiſt) is ſlow toy 
wrath; 1, but what ſays he now, when 
he ſpeaks of his goodneſs? why, ready: 
to forgive, and full of goodneſs and bey 
nignity: all the Þorldis witnefs on'ey.- 
I, and Devils too, in-part, Therefore y; 
as 'tis good for us to acknowledge: 
God to be j«/#, ſo ris juſt for us to uc4} 
knowledge God to be good in all his: 
way$. even in the ſeverelt of. hisdeal- 
ings with us. And truly, Beloved, as 
David ſays of himſelf, we may ſay of 
our ſelves, We ſhall faint if we do not bed 
lieve --- the goodneſs of the Lord in the 
Land of the livine: 


2. However God deal with us, his de- 
ften is to do usgo0d, None can (with 
out wronging himſelf. and God -too 

| B'3 Lay: 


| him. hure, no, though he Kill him. 
| God has good defignes in all. the evil 
| he brings upon us, as. well as in the 
good he beſtows.upon us. Doth God 
give us ſpace ? he hatha. good deſign 
| 3n if, 'cis for repentance, --- 7. gave hey 
Space to repent: Doth God beſtow 
good things upon us?- (and does: he 
got good ſtore?) why it is, that his 
vodneſs mirhy lead us to repent ance- 
oes God aſflit us and bring evil 
Bpon us.? why, he brings one evil to 
take. away another, and brings one 
that's an evil in name, to take away 
| that that's, an evil zndced,, brings aleſs 
x0 take away a greater. The fruit ſhall 
Ie (ſayes he) the taking. away of in ; 
> peaking. of afflition.. The bringing 
jof affliction in any kind, the defiga 
of God in it is, 70 take away fin; 
aay- and more, !o make us Partakers 
f by holineſs, Heb. 12. And, look 
what God defignes to, enopee, ::5 
| takes 


E Ah nvch 
| ay, that Gold is going- about to- do- 


Me 


RR .- | 
takes place in his: people, it works 
accordingly, and the end is brought 
about by the means. --* All things 
work together for good 10 them that love - 
God. And therefore David could> 
ſay, 414 was good: for him that he 
was afflicted; God did him -good by ity, 
he may therefore: well ſay,” God war 
good in i, he had a good- delign: 

in it- 


| 3- The yood we enjoy; and the eoHi” 
we undergo, ſeting God delignes it for 
our good; 'tis from his love to us: God, 
when he is angry with his people, 
his-anger is from his love-to his'peo- 
plez cis his love makes him angry, . 
He is angry with the wicked 'be-' 
cauſe-he hares: their wickedneſs, bur * 
he is angry with his Peoples ſins, be-. 
cauſe heloves their Prrjons. - ---- Whons © 
1 love (ſayes God himſelf) 1 rebuke and ' 
haſten. He does not only dreſs, and 
dandle, and kiſs, and fmile upon, 


B 4 and 


" 8) 
nd make much of _ that he loves, 
but he frowns upon them too, 'and re- 
bukesthem,. and he profefſeth, *cis be- 
cauſe he lovesthem, There are many 
Perſons in the World, with whom we 
'will not:be gt the coſt to be angry ; 
we Will not trouble our ſelves to be of. 
Fended with every body z bur with 
them we love, very often are we (be- 
cauſe we love them). angry, If God: | 
give good things t0 us, we are then very 
apt'to conclude he loves us; but if he 
does imbitter onr comforts, and take 
ood things from ns, we are then apt to- 
conclude he does not care for us, he 
Has no reſpe& for us.. But beloved, we 
I'have reaſon to bleſs a 14king God, as 
well asa givizz God, and to receive 
levi/ at his hands as well as good, be- 
cauſe (as | have ſhown you) both come 
From his love' to his people. 2.1, 
ou will ſay) this is ſa!d,but how thall 
re know that this is done © how ſhall 
we know. that what God does, he dos 
| 3 


| 


$ FH | 
in love tows ? that: Love "is. weien 
upon ſickneſs as well as on health'y and. - 
Ke is written upon death as well as. 
upon life ? and-+love is written upon 
dangers and /afferines, .as well as upon” 
ſafety and ſecurity ? and.love is written. 
upon adverfity as well as upon 'proſpe= 
an. 4 bi gait x g: 
. | This is chat I come nowto give you i 
an Account of, (and 7 hope. (atisfaQis - 
o9-t00) and 7 ſhall ſpeak £0 17, , my 


- 
4 B 


I, Negativelys HERS 

> Fi Poſutively, f . 

I: Negatively. Firſt then, .by way of 

Negation we lay this, The thing it [elf * 
that God brings npon thee, ſimply conſe- 

dered in itſelf; is no Argument of lov of - 
hatred. 7 ſay, the thing, the condiciaa « 
It felf, be irgood, or'be' it -bad," be it 
what it will” confideredin it feff,\.it is 
o argument or proof'of love ot-ha- 
tred, . God ralnuth upon #ht juſt and the-: 
| By,  wajnſy- 


-. (10) . 
##joſt, and 'cauſeth: bis” Sun to ſhi ne- 
upon the bad as well as apon the good,and 
all his Providencial dealings and- diſ- 
penſations. are ſo.promiſcucuſly dif- 


poſed, as if they were careleſly. hurled. 
| about the world. 41] vhinge come alike 
| 20-41. Good and bad are fick al:ke of 
| che ſame diſeaſes,z good and bad ars 
| gerovered alike, by the ſame means, 
| AL. thinzs happen alike to all; as the 
| wiſe man obſerved long.ſliace, 10 Ecch. 
| 91,2: For all this, T conſidered in my, 


het, even io declare all this; that the 


| righteous, and the wiſe, and their works 
| arein the Hand of God, no map knon?. 
either love or hatred. by al gi bofore | 
bien. All things come alik; to ah,. : ere - 
24 one event 10 the righteous,. and, ts the 
wicked, to the good, and tothe clean, and - 


ze the unclean, to him that ſacrificeth,and 
go bim that ſacrificeth not ;, as, he good 


that feareth. an Oath... Here you lee 
e. ficſkthing vonched and wagranced 


by. 


\ 


0 


o i the ſinner; and he. that ſmearech as * 


£ 


(11) 
by the Anthority of the wiſeſt* 
man in che World, That chethingy 
and the condition, be it what iz” 
will, ia ir (cif ſimply conſidered, . 
is no Argument of eicher-love or ha#.* 
tred: | 


SeconJ!ly. The beſt conditions in - 
this World, Proſperity, and Health, 
are no Arguments: of love, Simply - 
conſidered: May, though given in-- 
upon prayer, or(as we ſpeak') as res" 
turns of Prayer, this will not ſerve 
neich:sr to demonſthate, that 'tis- 
donein love ; : though ic be a thing 
prayed for, and givenin upon: Pray. 
ere . Beloved, many a prayer may be 
granced in Wrath , ang many a prays - 
er may be denied in: Love, I in- 
very kindneſs. Jeſus Chriſt denied : 
the woman. of Canaan in Love; 
when Cit will appear in Scripture #7 
he: granted to others in ' Wrath';; | 

25> 


* «- *% , 


(12) 
| 26-in.Pſal.'78; 29.---31. They did eat- 
| anawere filled, he gave them their, own 
| defires z they had their wiſhes granted, 
| zhey could not ask but have, 7; bur 
|» how. was this granted now *- <--- He 
gave them their.ows deſire, They were not 
eſtranged from their luſts, but while their 
apeat mas in their months, the wrath of 
| God came.upop them. Why,. you will 
have chis, and you will have thar, why. 
Fake ir, but take my.-wrath with ir, 
Alas! -alas !: 'cis a (ad thing to make. 
. Cush prayers as ſhall not be gramced 
_ wrath; and-as ſad a thing. to. 
have ſuch prayers granted in, wrath, So 
again, in Pſ«l, 106, 19: He gave them. 
* Fheir. requeſts : Mark, but. bow, agd 
Jewr leagnneſs unto their ſouls, they ne- _ 
Ter thrived by it, they. were never the. | 
Þetter for it, Why now: beloved, you. | 
{ball finde that Pas! prays, and. prays. | 
Again and again, and can't be,heard, * 
That:is, it can't be granted : and yer he 
ky bexxer chjngs, , 20d Fas a better: | 
| mag. 


a — - 


a 


to him that asked ic, batia loye co him 


« Thicdly, thou canſt never ſay; thas 


w | 


| (397) 
man then theſe migtit be, -and' chery 
theſe men were-. They have their pray- 
ers.anſwered in wrath, he has his de- 
nied in love. -- F.gu> i. e.. my fas 
vour-my love, ſhall be ſufficient for thee,. 
God ſomtimes grants the. Dev4ls pray. 
ers, but 1. will not ſay cis in love; The - 
Devil comeswicha Petition to Chriſt: 
one time, that he might go.into the herd. 
of ſwine, that was granted : Another | 
times that he might have the winnowing - 
of Peter, it was granted ;.not. in love 


againſt whom ict was asked; Therefore, 
beloved, take heed of drawing Cons 
cluſions thus.--- 7 had ſych a delice ag- 
ſwered, I had ſuch a thing aſter 17.had 
prayed for it; and 7 had ſuch a. thing. 
upon prayer; And, it. was given me. 
upon prayer---: virs, that may, be, 
iy. yet. got. a. love-token.. Byr 
then's. | 2:0 


thok 


| ies 
A 


mm er... 


(14 
thou waſt delivered in love, if when 
thon art delivered, 'thou continue in 
Sin, To grow worſe after a Des 
livcrance, or to continue as bad as 
thou wert before Deliverance, thon 
cant nor, and be Loved: If thon 
lick up thy old vomit, and wallow in 
thy mire again, ſurely then *cis an ill 
- Omen, ſach a preſervation from one 
Danger, may be but a reſervation 
; [OA greater, and 10 a worler, as 
'our, Saviour tells the woman, Sinn 
'mmore, left a worſe thing come wnto thee, 
«If afrer a good received, thou con- 
tinue bad, take it for a truth, a worſe 
will come ; a worſe Death, a worſe 
| condition is likes to befal thee, ſobner 
or Later: Whatl delivered the 0- 
ther day from going down to the duſt ? 
What i delivered the other day, from 
being (ſwallowed up in the Deep? 
What ! and art thou at thy: old ns .. 
again? Drunken again * Unclean a- 
goin: Scaring again £: Neglecing 


=; 


| \ 
may. 
God--again ? 'a worſe thing will come | 
'upon thee. It is a notable Obſervation. | 
chat is: made by. Z4rs, in his ninth | || 
Chancer, ver. 13, 14-. After all vhat is | 
come upon w-for our-evil deeds, and for : | 
our great treſpaſe, ſeting-our Eod hath", | 
puniſlied leſs they our iniquitits Des, 
ſerve, and hath given us ſuch a deliver- 
ance as this, ſuch a fignal), and ſuch as 
Remarkable celiverance as .thisg. 
What then.? ſhall: we: again- break: 
thy.Commancements,” andjoyn in aff= 
nity with the people oftheſe 4bominatlons? + 
What could we expe? thin, but that 
thow. ſhouldeſt be anory- wth wt, 
thou hadft: Conſumed 'w, ſo that there - 
ſhould be: no' eſcapings | Mark: whit @ . 
'dreadful. thing: it -is,._ 'to -retyrne ro + 
folly afcer a Deliverance. . Nay, Be=. 
loved, let me cite one Scripture more, 
that does ſpeak a-lictle more home 
to Gods own People where -he -has 
done 2 thing.in love; Ifa6%.9, ts; 
ln, ol thir afflidtion, be was effiidted.. 
IT Thigk. 


7 Think. of. this "A 2a. MP and ler ic; 
; give you ſome hopes, that your-aſfli- 
| ions are not like to be always 5: .then- 
: God himſelf ſhould be always affli&- 
| ed: For (ſays he).inal their afflittion : 


— —— 


ED ae 


| perſecuted; for, ſays he, Saul, Saul; 
| why perſecuteſt thou we fo Therefore; 
| there, 1s. a day-coming, When his.ent- 


RN oath 


_ 


| .but the other day, delivered. thee thus F 


| like. to laſtalways, why?>zcauſe Jeſus. 


' (16) 


he was afflicted. Perſecutions are not: 


Chriſt himſelf -chea. muſt bs always. 


wies .waſs become bis fautftook (but a 
kiat by the way, ). ---1x all their affilks 
dion be was affiifted,' and.the: Anal of | 
bis Preſence ſaved themy that is; ſaved { 
them.from their afflition ;''-»Jp: ba | 
lowe, andin his pity be redeemed them 
ke W bat follow Sz. but they :rebelled. and - 
pexed hys holy Spirit y, therefore was he 
turned to be their enemy, and be fqught ar 
L6iuſt them, .G9d in Kindne(s.to thee, . , 


£ 


- 


and ghus, and, baſt thou learat to re> 
bel;4ake heed, leſthe, though he-was 
\idas & ye- 


HA << 4 


- 
— 


22 


cd... 
yeſterday thy friend, romorrow ſhould: 
ſh:w himſelf to be an enemy. But then, 
(to come more cloſe). | \ 

Secondly, by way of Affirmation. 
Here are wo general things (in the | } 
very chapter where my text is, one | 
in the very verſe,) which do prove,..e-_ 
vicence and demonſtrate Gods de)tr 
vering of Hezekiah in love, and conſe- 
quently will ſerve the turn of any 0- 
ther of Gods people,. that he was good. 
tothemin their afflitions, and did 
what he did to chem in love. 


1. When the fins that brought thy- 
miſcry are forgiven thee, 

2+ When grace is given thee with- 
the Mercy» 


t. When thy ſins are forgiven thee;. 
Cays he, Thou haſt in lowe to my |aul de- 
lierred it from the Pit,-- Cor thou haſh 


+ Ceft. all my (ins behind thy back. ] Now, 
you know, this is aq expreſfion of, 


' Pare 


ed 
= WE 
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18) 
pardon. and of Forgiveneſt. Beloved,l 
God does infinit:ly more for us, when 


he Pardons our Sins, than when he 
Saves, . or Delivers us from the greateſt 


' - Dangers. Ic does ( as Tmay fay, ) coſt 
| - God mare to pardon'our Sins. than it 


does to heal our Diſeaſes, Let the 
power of the Lord be great in Pardonime, 
ſaich the Text, I, it needs a great 
power indeed, to pardon Sin, The 
Fews-concluded well enough, (:though 
they applyed it ill ) That none but God 
could forgive Sins. Lett the power of the 
Lord be great 1n Pardoning, And, 
when our Saviour cold the man that 
his fins were forgiven, and they mut- 


\, tered about ir, why» faies he, Which 
l FT; eafier, 70 ſay, Ariſe, take up thy bed, 


axdwalk, or 6 thy fins are forgiven 


thee © Alas ! Ten thouſand rimes more 


eaſte itis, to command this impotenc 
perſon to be ſtrong and to take his bed 
on his back and walk, but that the 
might know-that the Son of man hac 
power 


- RT = dh hn 
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power to forgive tins. Now, if God 
Forgives thee, "tis an Argument thar 
he delivers the from thy Diſeaſes in 
ove, and faves the from death. ;# 
Love, Pſal. 103. 3, 4+ (there theſe 


| Expreſſions are conjoyned )' Blefs the 


Lord, o my ſoul, ----+ who iforgiveth all 
thy Sins, and- healeth thy Diſeaſes : who 
Redecmeth thy life from Deſtrudtion, 
and Crowneth* thee with loving kind- 


| neſs, and tender Mercies, I "cis proofe 


| 


- 
p 


enough chat there was loving kind- 
neſs, when fin was Pardoned. So, in 
Iſa. 4%2, Go, ſpeak Comfortably- to 
Jeruſalem ; (peak to their very hearts; 
What ſhall we ſay-to them 2 Theic 
warfare is. Accompliſhed, I, but- 
will that ſexeve Turo> © No, but 
tell them, their Sins are forgiven- 
them- Aud, in Ifa 33, 24- The 
inhabitants hall no. more *ſay, 
I am: Sick , but the reaſon Why? 
Bor their. Sias ſhall be m——_— 

8- 


The ſenſe of Pargon will eaſe a man 
of the ſenſe of agreat dealof pain. 

Oþbj.. Fbut you will ſay, This is as hard; | 
t0 know, if not harder then the other, That 
my finsare pardoned, | 
- .. Sel, No; if you don't miſtake your 
felves, tis a very.catie thing to know z, 
tak2 but this rule, and you cannot 
miſcarry, if you don't miſapply the 
rule :. If you be made Partakers of that 
10 which Pardon of (in is Promiſed, 90's 
may conclude your fins are Pardons. 


Bit to what is the Pardon of ſin 


2g 
Why, I will not (ro- burden your 
memory) inſtance bur in-two things«-< 
Firſt, Pardonof finis promiſed to 
Repentence, Atty 2. 38. There were a 
people pricked at the heart, and they 
cried out like undone men, O what 
ſhall we de tobe ſaved! O what ſhall we 
do! we are undon if we 'ben't pardoned: 
. May webe pardoned ?- Yes, ſays = | 
| | char. | 


a) 


(21) 
thatyou may .: Repent for the remiſſion - 


of fins : Repent 'and you ſhall be par- 


doned. Sinner, kow doeit chou thipk 
rog0 to Heaven * let me adfſure thee of 


this, if chou doeſt not repext, thou canft 


not go thither. If thy ſtas be not par- 
doned, thou canſt not go to Heaven, & 
if thou doeſtnot repent, thou baſt no 
Promiſe of Pardon. Well then, on the 
other hand, if thou canſt but make this 


clear to thy ſoul, that thou haſt re- 


pented of chy fins.: ---7 have finned, 
alas !, I have ſinned - wo unto me, 1 
have'ſinned: bur, God knows, 1 re- 
pen] Does God know this, then know 
thou, thatthou art pardoned» 


Secondly, Pardon of ſinis promiſed 


| To Faith; as in Ads 10. 43. To him, 
| (that is, fo Chriſt) gve all the Prophets. 
| witneſſe, that through his Name, whoſoever 


believeth in him, ſhould reccrve remiſſion 


., of Fns. Upon believing he ſhall receive | 
| rexgiſſion of $ns+ Now, beloved, what 


ſay 


—_ 
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(22) 
is? Lhave inſtanced in 
two things can. you make out neither 
of ther? Wharc, are you neither 
Penitent, nor Belicuing? wo unto thee 
then, Bar now, if there be any ſoul 
that is pricked at the heart, that lies 
groaning under the ſenſe of Sin, and 


ſay you to 


would fain-kaow whether he ſhall-be, ! 
whether he can be, or is pardoned ; | 
why, look into thy ſelf, ſee whatis | 
done there: hach God given thee Re- : 


pentaace* hath he given thee Faith ? 

why chea he has given thee Pardon, 
That's the firſt evidence of Gods 

delivering us in Mercy, in Love; to 


wit, When he throw's our (ins behind | 


his Back, when he Pardon's our 
ſins, 

' 2. Nat onely the forgiveneſs of e- 
vil, but the giving of grac2 with 


him that gives it- that's a proofethat 
its done in love to the ſoul. 


S ; 


| SF. 1 
. mercy, whereby mercy is improved for, | 


h 


Now s 


(23) 

' Now, that you may bethe better 

able to diſcern chis coo, let me branch - 
it Out inco theſe'five Particulars brief- 


ly. 
T Eft, M-rcy is then improved by 

grace, when'it endeareth God'to us: 
when it is not onely-the m:rcy of God 
that is dear t» us, but 'the God of 
mercy is Uearer tous. When we love 
God the more for every mercy, and ' 
love him more then every mercy, 
Grace -improves mercy to the glory 
of God. That's an Argum-ne of love, 
. - thou haſt this mercy in Love, when 
ds it endears God to thee, and thou 
to loveſt God the better. 


— CTC — 
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Zur Secondly, Mercy when emproved 

by grac-,” and iſo an Argument of 
e- love, makes us more thankful and 
ith _ more praiſeful, that we don't take 
fory up barely with this , that we 
hat. have tne Mercy from God, ualez(s 

God hath alſo -the praiſe from us. 


Jow © "Tis 


— 


| | (24) 
*Tis obſervable, _ David goes from 
ſtep to ſtep in P[al.4.begin- ſaith he, Re | 
enthned unto me; and ther, he heard my | 
Prayer , and then, he delivered me ous | 
of theborrible Pit, and then, he ſet my! 
-& upon a Rock, and then; he eſtabliſh» | 
ed my goings: And as the crown of all! 
the reſt, ſaith he, He put 4 new Song into. 
any month, even praiſe unto our God, Now: 
when Mercy does whet our hearts into; 
praiſes, and does quicken Us to give; 
the thanks and the acknowledgments;. 
. of vur beholdingne(ſs unto God, then 
Mercy is emproved by grace,and rhat's 
an Argument of Love. Hezekiah 
makes it ſo in the very chapter of the. 
: Text, The Grave cannot praiſe thes, the: 
living, the living, he ſhall praiſe thee, as 1 
ao this day: the father to the chilaren 
ſhall mike known thy truth: the Lord 
Was ready to ſave me ; therefore we will 
 fing my Songs to the flringed Inſtrument! 
 allthe days of our life, Oaly fake heed: 
you don't put off God barely with u - 
| Song, 


SA 


(25) # [4 
ſong, but Remember, there are life®'/ 
' praiſes as well as lipp-praiſes : and of | 
all thanks-Giving, thanks-Living is | 


the beſt. 


Thirdly, Mercy is then improved . 


by grace, when it makes fin the more 
Bitter, and the more Odious, fin is our 
enemy, and graceis {ins enemy. - And 
to be ſure, whatever mercy thou haſt 


from God, if it does make thee riſe 
' upin thy might, and fill thee with ins 
\_ dignation againſt thy fins, thou miyſt 


then cry-out, O bleiſed meccy, thac 
made me hate my fins! *'Tis thz love 


of God that mak«s us hat? ſin, "cis the 


love of God fhed abroad in our hearcs 


- thatmakes us hate ſin, ſuch a ſoul, he 


will ſay to all his Idols, with abhor- 
rency and Deteſtation, Ger you Hence, 
what have 1 any more to do with you twhat 


: have Tany more to do with thee thou 
Pride ? and with thee thou Covetouls 
| neſs? and with thee thou Inordiaate af- 
: feRion? or what everelle + Get the - 


_ henceg 


— 


; 
j 


| 


1 
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| (26) 

hence, thou Zsſ? - all this miſery came 
upon me by thee, though 1 have had 
mercy, and” grace with mercy to help 
me out ; away, away, get thee hence, 
When deliverance proves fins puniſh. 
Ment, 'cis an Argument of Gods love 


Fourthly, Mercy is emproved by 
grace, and fo a proof of love with 
metcy, when it betters onr ſpirits and 6ur 
zempers, when it makes us more inge- 
nious,and more meekzand more gentleg 
and more humble, every way more 
like Chriſt, whea it makes our ſpirits 
like Chriſts ſpirit, and our diſpoſition 
like Chriſts, when it meckens us, and 
humbles us, this is the emprovement 
of a mercy. And, | 


In the laſt place, (to adde no more) 
When it makes our converſations mors 


fruitful. How came Davidto ſay, is 
was good for him that he was aff{i&ted, but » 
this ? Before 1 was afflicted 1 went aſtray, 


lays 


—_— 
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| ſays he, but now T have learnt to keep 


thy Law: . b 7 
"Theſe (beloved) are the emprove2 


| ments of merties. 1 might name 0+. 
| thers under other names, but theſe ars 


theſum, Now, I (ay, that withoue 

theſe, I cannot imagine how you can 
tel), that any Mercy ſhould be an Ar, 
gumentof love, whether ic be healch, 
wealth, proſperity, or whatever elſe 
you call by'the beſt of names. And 
thus I have finiſhed the firſt thing, and 
ſhewn you how we may know whe. 
ther-God delivers us'in love to us, 

whether it be a love-deliverancey _ 
and'a love-recovery, and a love- 

mercye | 0 
Seconily,, why ſhould this now bs 
ſuch a matter of great and ſpecial 


Thankſgiving f | 
Wiy? why there are Reaſons 


more then many for ic; Take theſe 
two or three. 


I. This ſwitteus the deliverance. 
C2''. | Thy 


| Jag fas | 
| The deliverance oe would havebeen 
| Dat like che white of an egg withour 
Jalt, The deliveragce it Z1f indeed 
| would have been a good meat, yet not 
| Lo good as with:this ſauce. The de- 
| Jiverance would have been but a dry 
| tbit, had-it not had this marrow in it- 


| andto have amercy :{weetened, is not 
| that greater.cauſe of thanks-giving, 
| ghen if we'had had the mercy alone. 


| Nay, we could not have call'd the de- 
| Tiverance good withour it.: thou couldſt 
| Not. have ſaid it was good for chee 
| ghat thou waſt delivered, or recover- 


doving kindneſs is better then Life. Lord 
fe is a-very good thing, a very valu- 
able Commodity ; Skin for Fhin, yea, 


I but is there any thing better then life 
now ? yes, the love of God is betrer 
thea life;. -- I profeſs, Lord, 1had 
| Es x rather 


| 'Why-now, Beloved, to have .a mercy; | 


2-*Tis betrer then the Dcliverance: 


| ed, without this, Sayes David, Thy . 


ll a man hath .will he give for his Life: | 


| (29) 

eatherpart with life then par# with 
this ; I, a lifewould do me no good). 
though I am a King'in this World,, 
and live like a King, without this :»-< 
Thy leving kindneſs « better then life.. - 

3- 'Tis an Argument that thou art re2 
ſerved far ſome better thing :- be: it de- 
ing or ſuffering, let the name be whatie: 
will ; *tisxan Argument: thou” art re-- 


. ſerved to ſome becter: thing then as: 


yet thou haſt reached unto!. As I told: 
you before, when its done. in wrath, men: 


. arereſerved for worſe things ; ſo when 


its done in /ove, 'tis an Argument'y ow 
are reſerved to ſome better: thing. Ir 
may be God has delivered thee from: 
one death, to- bring: thee to: another; 
that ſhall be more honourable and glo- 
rious-to himſelf, and to thee.. To die: 
in Chriſt is-well,. but ro die in Chriſt 
and for- Chriſt is better., So that it 
may be God has: delivered thee from 
dying, though thou mighteſt-have died 
in Chriſt, VVhy? why,it may be 

C3 (1 
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(1 *fay) that thou mighteft die for 


# 


| Chriſt, and thats better. ** 


Having thus finiſhed what contern- | 
eth the Do&7rinalPart, let 'me apply ir ? 
briefly, and leave you to further en- | 
{argements upon your own ſpirits, ., 

I. You may hence learn che vaſt! 
difference that's berween Saints -and 
Sinners, the happy eſtate of the Saints | 
at the worſt, and the unhappy eftate'of | 
Sinners at. the. beſt - the Saints m7s- 
| fortunes (as they call them) inthe 
| || world, -they are happy unhappineſles; 
| bur the finnerselevations and higheſt 
attainments; they are unhappy happi- 
neſſes, Surely,things nakedly confider- 
ed, you would fit with Dives atthe 
cable, rather then lie with ' Zazarns at 
the door yet put altogether, theres noc 
one of you but would be a Lazarus ra- 
ther then a Dives Why, here's Heze- 
kiah ſick, 71, (ſays the text) fick nnto 
geath, when it may be the Babylantan, 


| and all che heathen about him are ielly | 
| | Ul, 


for 


' ing, Ariſe, and walk- O Beloved,” 


, nota little with their Fat things; O but 


where is conteniion 4nd wrath. 1 believe 


z (37) 
full of jollicy and mirth, ſpending them 
days in vanity, and making haſt to 
Hell; here is one that hasa loving; 
God taking him by th: hand, and ſay. 


how happy are they,| for whoſe happi- 
neſs all things ſhall work ! all ſhall: 
work together for good, all withour 
exception? And how unhappy are they,. 
for whoſe miſery all things are at 
work ? The world pleaſes themſelves 


if you did but ſee their Lean- Souls, O 
if you did but. ſee the wrath that went 
out with the dainties that come. to 
them ! --- He ſent them Ogwailes, he fent. 
them all the varieties and dajinties that 
were.to be had, I but wrath went with 
them-Solomontells us, (and it ſeems he: 
knew what he ſaid }) A dinner of cola 
herbs with love, is better then a ſlall'd 0 


Solomon, as great a he wa*r,could have 
made ſuch a dinner with all his heart 
' E4 . , man 


+ (32) 
many a time when he dined with other 
things, A dinner of cold herbs with Love. 
And if it be ſo-valuable a thing to have 
lovein a Family, ina houſe, what is. 
it, O what is ic then, to have Gods. 
{- loves and to haveaſtalld Ox with. 
| Gods wrath, what is that then ? B 
2, Look not after mercy without 
| grace, | nor deliverance without love :: | 
| don't look after any ſingle mercy.. Art 
thou going to God to beg this mercy + 
fer thy (cif and thine, this or thar 
mercy < O'putin another requeſt, Give- | 
| mwegrace with it , Lord,Tlet me havethis 
| ſaule with my meat.. Art thou.going | 
For fuch a Deliverance, for Recovery, | 
| from Sickneſs? adde, Ah Lord, give 
| give melove with it too, give me not 
| a deliverance alone. Wiſdom with. 
4 an inheritance will co well, ſaies Solo- 
| 202, Eccl.7.11. Orelſe'cis a ridiculous. |; 
| thing-A wiſe man, and poor,and no bo» ) 
| dy cares for him,but Wi/domwith anin- | 
if herigance, Se deliverance is a dainty- 
if thing 
| | 


' 


| 


» 
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33). | 
thing, a gallant fea [, deliverance .. | 
with love is a dainty thing- I beleeve 
if many were put to have their Wilhes,. 
O how many vain and impertinent 
things would they a«k of God ? »-» I: .. 
would have this and that fine thing, . 
this Eſtate, that place of Honour,--= . 
I, here are things indeed to goto Gol 
for, are they not ? Why, in Pſa/.4. you: 
will find' men of this humour, juſt of 
this humour, Many ſay, who will ſhew us - 
anygood? Good! what's that? Why, 
Corn, and Wine, and Oyl, the good: | 
things of this World, Buc what will 
David have now when he goes to God? 
O lift up upon me the light of thy Connten, . 
werce. Let them take the Corn, Wines. 
andOyl,and much goad it may do themy. : 
but, Lord, lift upon me the light of thy + 
Countenancez that will do me more- 
g0ud then Corn, Wine, and Oyl. God: 
will allow us toask- for daily bread, ſo » 
ask for Corn, Wine, and Oy], if you » 
Will,but ask Grace, and ask Love with: 

| tz; 


SR MI 14; 

I! it; ask for none of theſe things-alone; 

| ask double always ; 'cis grace that em- 

| proves every mercy., He that bid you | 

come for your every-days bread, did ) 

{- not mean only for your bodies, but for : 

| your ſouls: 

| 3- Would you be delivered in loye?' 

would you have love upon all * love- 

© without celiverance ? love with deli- 

f verance? Come into Chriſt Jeſus: 

| then. O that this might be a cay of: 

coming in to Chriſt Jefus ! Chriſts | 

| Jeſus is ever. always betoved of: the: ' 

{ Father, and ſo are they thar- are in. 

| him, 'Would you have love then ? O. 

| come ihto Chriſt: *Tis-a notable ob-. 

| ſervation that may be made of thar,'in- 

| 'Rerm-3-35,27- Mho ſhall ſeparate ns from 

| 2be love of Chrift? ſhall tribulation-? no, 

f no, tribulation and Jove may go toge- 

ther; Shall diſlre)s ?. no, diſtreſs and: | 

| love may.go together. Shall. Perſecws } 

| 3ion ? no, perſecution and:love may |: 

go together ; Shall famine, or nakeaneſs; 

erperil, or (word 7 no, none of thele | 
= | | ſhall, 


35) 

ſhall ſeparate us fed oi love of God 
we may have love with all theſe. And 
he makes it his triumph. Nay, in all 
theſe things we are more then Conquerors 
throuch him that loved is. And, neither, 
death, nor life, nor any thing elſe fhall be _ 
able to ſeparate us from the love of God. 
(in Chriſt. Feſus,) 1, | there you may ” 
have love, and no where if not there. 
O therefote, if you would have love, 
loveliviog, and love dying ; ; love in 
proſperity and love in adverſity,come 
into Chriſt then; for. *ctis there :-- The 
love of God in Chriſt Feſus, Never look 
for it any where <l{t». And f 

4+ Be ſureto emprove mercies and, 
deliverances to all the higheſt and hea- 
venly ends and. purpoſes for which. 
they are given. I told you before,what. 
it was that was meant by the emprove=. 
went of mercy, to wit, when we loviGod- 
more,and ſerve God better. Whynow,this 


1s that that makes the mercy a bleſſing - 


O 'tis a ſad thing to have mercies with- 


+ - out bleſſings; Ever y creature of God i good' 


When. 


| (36) 

Ivehen is it good 7 Why, whea (cis bleſs®. 
Ted-when'tis ſanRified by the word and. 
Sprayer. I, when 'tis bleſſed, then 'tis. 

[good for, thee. Any good thing. will. 
do us little good if it. be not bleſſed. 
Now, Beloved, the improvement of a. 
[anercy, argues.that the mercy.is bleſs- 
ed, When is any thing ſanRified ro us, 
how ſhall we know.irt, bat when God 
CanRifies the heart *- es be ſure that is. 
| LanRified to us that tends te our ſanRifi- 
} cation z that is.bleſſed to usthat raiſ-. 
| eth our hearts to bleſs, to love, and: 
{ live co a God - that's bleſſed to us. Be- 
| Joved, though health and. wealth be. 
' myercies from. God, yet, thou canſt not- 
| well callthem mercies to thee, with- 


that your mercy is brought from. love, . 
F and comes. wich love:. O,look. after, 
| chisz to be ſure itcomes from. the. 


| 
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i love of God, if ic makes thee in love: 
4 wich God: And wilt thou know, and | 


| 


i 


out emprovement. So thatif ever you. . 
# would have it made. out, clear to you, | 


' 
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| '(37)) tle: 
| ſhallothers know thar?- Why, Herers: 
is love, that we keep his Commanaments,.. 
and his Commandments are not: grievens, 
Sarely,if thou have a love to God, it- 
| will be as. pleaſing to. thee-to.lerve- | 
| him, as 'cis. pleafing to. him. to ſave: 
thee.. Whom Gecd loves he does good 
to, with all his heart, and with all his- 
ſoul -. and, if thou loveſt-him, thou: 
wilt do good with- all thy heact, and- 
with all thy .foul, no .Commandmeat: 
-1 will be grievous to thee; it. (t- 
; Þ (ay) will be as pleaſing td thee t0- 
» ſerve him, as 'tis. to. him to., (ave- 
; thee, ; 
-. | -And this ſhall ſuffice f6r. a-truch;. 
| . that /chought would be of very great: 
uſe both to me and you. . Lord, bleſs. 
it that it may be ſo .to both, What. 
ſhould we be. more careful. co .know, 
then whether whatwe receive. from God! 
be in love? and thistruth 7 have laid. 
down to you, Let -us . now- beg for @. 
bleſGog upon..ie. from God, chat we 
| may. 
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* may have the like experience towards 


W him, as Hezekiah here had; That he has 


WW 3n love to our ſouls delivered us from the 


| Pt of Corruption, having caſt all our fins 
B Grbind bis beck. * ſons 


IL SERMON.. 


{ Phil. 1. 20.. According to my earneſt 
| expettation, and my hope, that in no- 
thing I ſhall be aſhamed, but that with 
all boldneſs, as always, ſo now alſo 
Ebrift ſhall be magnified in my body, 
whether 18 be by life or by death, 


ij HE Text is Hiſtorical, and relates. 
x 


[1 eſpecially to che: Apoſile of theſe 
| words. But 7 ſhall treat only. of whar 
is Do@#rinal, and concerneth «5 all : 
and that you may be pleaſed to take in 


cheſe - 
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theſe five Obſervables::- 
I, That which makes it worth oup 
while tolive or die, 15, tbat Chriſt is mag- 
nifed by our life or death; This makes. 
it go06 to {ve, and this makes it good” 
r0 die; and- but for this, life, the beft of 
lives would be "buta very tedious afid: 
troubleſom thing, and death much more. 
2. A true Chriſtian, or, a-gracions ſopl, 

is of (0 ingenious, ſo generous, 1; and ſo, 
noble '4 temper, that he would blaſh for 
ſhame 'te live or- die, if Chriſt be not 
magnified by his life or death; -- 1 [batt-not- 
be aſhamed, --- for Chriſs &s magyificd,. 
Therefore, "2 Bok 1 
. 'T is not 'only matter of  1haifference? 
. matter of ereat joy t0 4 xt = WH 
whether he live or 'dit, that Chrift be mag- 
ified by his life or death. © 1 


oo 


hs The. 


-.. =: 

The a&s of the loulare inviſible and | 
not diſcernable, bur bythe aRions of | 
| rthebody,y that is, they are not viſible 
U tous, that kaow-one another here by 
| face.. So that, our bodies and the beha- 
W viours of-them, do-tell others whar: 
| our ſouls are-. And ſeeing our, bodies | 
| arc of fo greatuſe, we ſhould therefore | 
| bear willingly. with the inconvenien- ! 
| cies of our.bodies,. theſe diſeaſes and | 
| lnfirmities: that: do breed within us, | 
 andare broughtup with us from the* | 
| womb, Nay, we ſhould not only ' 

| bearwith:che inconveniencies of our | 
bodies, but we ſhould bleſs GodToo as | 
Chriſt did. [4 body haſt thou prepared | 
me] V Ve ſhould not have ſuch poor | 
and deſpicable thoughts of our ba. ' 
dies, aS if they were but Priſons for || 
if us. It will be indeed a moſt glorious | « 
# day, when Mortality ſhall be ſwallowed-\ 1 
s ap of life; when theſe, Rags ſhall be.y b 
| pur off; and we ſhall. be. clothed im! © 
Robes; bucia the meag time, if ſuch | ff 
thing 
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things as. theſe -= be of uſe for S 

Chriſt, let us bleſs God that we have- 
any. thing that may ſerve his glory- 

The ſufferings of Chriſt for us, and: 

our ſufferings for Chriſt, are things: 


that do greatly glorific God :- neithes 


of which could well be without bo- 
dies-How could Chrift haye died for us! 

without a Body zjhow could we die for | 
Chriſt without a body? ſo that, (ay,we- 

thould not fall ont and be angry with: 
our bodies ; --* They are but as clogs. 
*and croubleſom things, they can'c 
© keep pace with our ſouls, ſo that our” 
* ſpirits cannot. make ſuch quick di(- 


; * patch to Heaven, as otherwiſe = 
* would do.--- Be not angry with, 
{ them, Godis glorified in them. 


5, Seme Perſons have great and firong- 


1s; expectations, littleleſs then Aſſurance, 
a. that however it be with them, mhatever- 


JE 


becomes of them, whether they live or die, 


um | Chriſts Name ſhall be greatned or magni- 


h | 
1-4 


fra, C- - According to my carne ſt expecta- 


Ho. 


ED PS, (42) | | 

tio1 4nd my hope,-*- ], Paul had reached 
- ir, and ſo have others. I ſay, ſome per- 
ſons have great and ſtrong Expeda- 
tions, little leſs then Aſſurance,| how- 
Ever it be with them, whatever be- 
come of them, that Chriſts Name ſhall 
be Magnified, and that's enough for} 
them, let the reſt be what it will. 

You may not expe from me a dil- 
courſe of each of theſe Propoſitions ; [ 
will ſingle out one toſpeak unto, ac- 
cording unto the ſtate God has afford. 
-ed me: the third is 1t - | 
'" That it is not onely a matter of indifſer-| 
ence, butof great joyto atrue Chriſtian, 
r0 4 gracious ſoul, whether he live, or dity 


| ſo Chrift be mazniftd'by his Life, [ 


death. gach a perſon as [ tell you of 

would not be his own carver, no 

chuſe for himſelf, he woutd refer it all} 
to God, and ſtand to this as well' as 
other Saints, and ſay, Thy will be donty 
Nay,ifGod ſhould give him his choicg, 
and bid him ask which he would have. | 


\ 


»HH in Yo ka (434 I ; 
" he would. rather give it. back, againto 
' Gad, and ſay, Lord, chuſe my beritage 
for me: be it life, or death; they are 
well ſatisfied. It was a notable expreſ- 
ſion of a Steick,ſpeaking of God...» if 
"God will I live, Ile live, Tf he will I die," | 
Tle die What he wills,, 1 will, and | 
" What he Nil's,1will uot: And ſhall nor a 
Saint ſay fo? ButC(TIfay) itisnot 
- Onely a maſter of indifference, but it - 
is a matter Of great joy.----_ I therein 
* do rejoyce3 .yea,'. and 7 will rejoyce, 
- Phi1,y. 18. What was it for? ' Why 


+ {Chriſt was' then a being Magnified. 


Parl wasin bonds, a Priſoner - Well, 
and wasnot this a matter of ſadneſs to 


' him? No, this joy devoured that 


ſorrow : <-- Chrift is magnified, 7 
therein do rejoycey yea, and 1 will re- 


} Joyce. 


A little to open the ſignification and 


; the ſence of the DoQrine, that we may 
| Underſtand it. | 


A lirtle-to'prove it.that we m ay be- 


| keve it, A, 


| (44) OH]: 
A little more to make uſe of it, that| 
we may improve it,. and. make uſe ac+ 
cordingly- | 
Firſt, For the opening of ir -there i; 
bur chis, to: ſhew you when God orþ 
Chriſt is ſaid to be magnified by our 
life, or by our death 2 13 
1. Whenis Chriſt magnified by out} 


life ? 

1a gps" Chriſt is magnified by 
our life, when our life is led and lived 
'} according to Text, accosding to his] 
', word, and his will- Nothing moreſ 
magnifies Chriſt, than conformity to! 
Chriſt: VVe like him beſt when we! 
are moſt like him : and we never honour} - 
him more thanwhen we do-as he did./ 
Now, the life of Chriſt, what was ici 
bur a continual living unto God. --- 7 
alwayes de the things that pleaſe my: Fus! 
ther, ſaith he, Fobn 8-29.. 'Tis pitty that! 


" ah A  þ]DFA&F mw _ 


tions as we have-& Iwill:ſpeak-ro yo 
inthe name ofevery gtacious ſonlthen 
| | they! 


| 


poor we ſhould have ſo many interry : 


45) 
they would "ws. chat I conld ſay ſo!) 
O that 7 alwayes could do the things 
that pleaſe my God t But 
To give you a more particuJar aC- 
count ofir, f and to confine my ſelf to. 
the Scripture Expreſſions ) there are 


four things whereby God is ſaid to be 
| magnified by us,--- 


' 1. VVhen we repent of our Sins. 


| Whoefuscar't ſay, who of us (A- 
; las1 cannot but ſay )we havelived and 


finngg? O that we conld add thisto it, 


8} welive and repent ? 


Sin, it is adifgrace not onely to him 


| that does commit it, but 'cis a diſhonor 
to the God againſt whomit is commit» 


ed ; *tis contrary not onely co mans... 


id-! pood, but roGods Glory. 


Now, when we repent of Sin,though. 


| we make God no Reparation » nor no- 
| ſatisfaRion, yet we wy him the glory 
{ which ſin hadtaken 

, of us have not ſinned, and ſo diſhonor- 
| ed God ?and ſhall we nor Repeat, _ 
2 


rom him- VVYho 


A 


we are a very diſgrace to - God and: 


to Profeſs God, nor to Profeſs Chriſt, 
than tg Live in Sin, andio Diſgrace the 
God and Chriſt whom.we Profeſs. Nay, 


and. Language) are not Ziving while. 
they arc alive ; they are dead while they 
live, 2. Tim.,5«. 6. And. My Son that 


men - they live not to God atall, and 


pented not to give him Glory, You (ge 
the yery niture-of Repentance is,agive- 
| ing glorytoGod: for it takes all the 
| * ſhameroitfelf. ELLEN | 


| ſagive-glory to Gol? Till we repent, 


Chriſt , and better were it for us never | 


was dead, is alive, Zuke 15.24, 32- All! 
the while mea live ici fan, they arggead | 


he that lives not to God) is woxlethen # 
if he were dead, ' 'Tis ſaid, ia Revel:| 
16. 9: of ſome Perſons- . That they res} 


ay 


ſuch perſons ( in the Scripture phraſe} }. 


I 
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Now, there are in,R-pentance two! 
parts, Confeſſion, and Mortification of 
Sin- | 


The $i» that we 


and Glorify God. 
: con; 


Confeſfion of fin, that does Magniff | 


05 My po ho an on. oo 


 |Tapd | 
confeſs has Diſhozor:4 Ged;; but that 
Confeſſion of ou; Sins, that Hongureth 
God. As Foſhualpeaks to Achan,Fofh. 
7-19. My Son, confels thy ſin, . and 
4 give glory to God. Confeſſion of ſin 
L gives God. this Glory. That he is an 
1} All-ſeeing God, and cannot be deceiv= | 
2 | Ed 50 David,in P/.51.4, Having confeſ- 
y | ſei his fins, hedid jr co this end, That 
t | thou mayſt be juſtified, Now God is 8lo- + 
11} rifled in his Juſtice, that God was clear, 
iq | that God had no band in ir, bur chat ir 
id | Was Davids own doing, though it was 
-n | his undoing. So char if we would glo- 
1; rify Sod while we live, this is one courſe 
ex} we muſt take,to repent of our ſins,(i.*.)to. 
ſee confeſs our fins to God. And then-- 
_ The other part of Repentance, (for 
thel Confeſſion withour ir, is bur a mockery | 
| of repentance, *tis but an apz/h repents, 
-wol ance ſhew rather than th. rhivg: ) The 
ol ſecond (I ſay)is Mortift..ation,ſelfiſh and 
fleſhly indulgences, chey are adiſho- 
;niſh " nour co Chriſt: (Think ont) if 
* wel any of ys be addiged co fleſlt pleaſi"s» 


| ny 


FIN: (48) | 
we are ſo far a dithonour to Chriſt ; 
for (ſays the Text)They that are Chrifts, 
have crucified the fleſh with the affe Fions 
and luſts. Now, if we do pretend to 
Chriſtianity, and yer do indulge che 
Acſh, and the luſts chereof, whar a diſs ! 
grace is it, that we have ſuch a Mas | 
iter, buc our Mafter has ſuch ſervants? ! 
that we who have ſo good a Maſter, þ 
ſhould be ſach bad ſervants to him? | 
When the Apoſtle told the Epheſians! 
I of the vanity-of the Gentiles conver, 
 fation, They walk ip all laſciviouſneſs-="\ 
ſays he, bat 1e have not ſo learned Chriſt,” 
Chriſt teaches-..no ſuch things to be; 
ſure, And,if we praQtiſe ſuch things,j | 
*cis as ſure, we have not learnedChriſtyf | 
for(ſays he) ye have net ſo learnedChriſft , 
. 4 
| P 


Chriſt doth anteach what Sin hath 
raughtusz; and till we have unlearnt 
what Sin taught us, we never learh/ | 
what Chriſt teacheth us. Now, the} ,; 
mortifying of the fleſh, and the denying ob, 
ſelf, are things that do Glorify Chrifi? | 

= $4 becault! * 
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Ri OEMS! (49) . 0 
> | becauſe they are £49 by his ſpirit 3--< | 
> If we by his Spirit murtifie the ea? of I 
5 | rhe fleſh, Rom.8.13: The deeds of the | 
> } fleth, and the lufts of it,cannot be mor. | 
© þ tified bur by the Spirir.--- 1f ye by the | 
* | Spirit mortifie the fleſh. *Tis the Spitit, | 
” | by whoſe Power we doit. The Praiſe 
* | redcunds to Chrift, b:canſe the Work 
| is done by the Spirit of Chriſt- Sothac 
y 


r 
1? you ſee, that's one way whereby we | 
ns magnifie Chriſt while we live, v2» 
Ts: by once repenting of qQurliving in find 
| Again--- {44H 

iſt, ! * 2. We then magnifie Chriſt, or olog 
De; rifie Chriſt in our life, when we believe. 
gf} Ulibelievers, they 'do not glorify 
iſt} Chriſt; but crociþe and put him to 49 
" | open ſhame ; and' of. all unbelievers, 


atl Profeſſing unbelievers moſt of all. Rex 
AMY penrance,char is for Sin,but Faith, that 
go” 1 for Righteonſneſs. Repentance makes 
L ha Maa a r/7breo!s Man, tis Faith thac 


_ 


*makeS him Rightious: Though he.chat. 
ay ſeem coo $906 


D oe 


auſe reP<RtSof his fins m 


| mths 


— 
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£0 goto Hells yet, if he does not be- 
| |leeve, he will never be good enough to 
| 'go to Heaven; for he is not righte- 
| | ous though he repent. Obſerve thar, 
| - \T beſeech you, that Repenrance makes 
| no man righteous; Righteouſneſs is by 
Faith, --That I maybe found iv bim, not 
having mine own Righteouſarſſe, which is 
=> Law, ſaith he, bur that which is by 
#be faith of him, or. by the faithof God 
is him, Phil-3.9. And, this is anecef- 


ſary ſuperadded thing to repentance; ! 


| - and our Saviour puts them together in 
& CzthinF) the ficit Sermon that ever he 


; preached ;--Repent, and belicue the Go- 


| ſpel- It was not enough ro bring them 
©0 repent 3 but (ſays hc) Repent and be- 
leve the Gofpel- And hence Str. Paal 


ſummes up the whole of Religion inf 


theſe two ; --1tavzht you (([ays he) the 
whole Conncel of God, What was that? 
Repent ance "towards God, and Faith in 
our Lord Feſus Chriſt, Acts 20. 27. So 


that you (ee, if ever you mean to wag-| 


wit E 
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#»ipe Chriſt, BILE neceſſity of eX- 
erciſing faith in| Chriſt, *'Tis ſaid of 
Abraham, Rom-q.20: He was ſtrong in 
faith, giving glory 18 God. Unbelievers 
give zoglory to God, and weak beliews 
ers give but a little + but (ſays he) As 
braham was frong in faith, giving gls- 
ry 10 God. --Feſus Chriſt is made of God 
ro ws, Wiſdom, and Righttouſnefſe, «nd 
Santtification , and Redemption. But 
how? by faith ; He is none of theſe 
to any but Believers. Now, faith, it 
gives glory to Chriſt, and magnifies 
Chriſt exceedingly. Chriſt has mag- 
nified Faith above other graces, and 
Faith magni fiesChriſt above all other 
things, For,this is is thatwhichexcludes 
boaſting and ſelf-celebration, Whaty 


Works No, but Faith..-Where is boaſt= 


ing then? Rom, 3- 27- Faith excludes 
boaſting» -<He & the Lord our Righ= 
teouſneſſe: Who ſayes ſo? Faith 


; fayes fo, and nothing but Faith ſayes 
\ ſo: Faith declares to all the world, 


Dz that 


: _ (32) | 
That whatever righteouſneſs the belie- 


| Jeſus. ' Well then, would you livexto 
maenifie Chriſt? believe in him ſtrong- 


Quickly give glory to God. 
3. We magnihte Chriſt while we 


& Ving is this, That it acknowledgeth a 
|| beholdingneſs to him for all. Tis the 
| Proper work of the Zivizg co praiſe 
$ God: Not (Beloved) that our ſouls 
& will be idle when wedie; for Heaven 
| 35 no ſuch place, nor Glory no ſuch 
# thing. There you ſhall reade of thous 
# fands fingiog of Songs, and attributing 
*# Holy, Holy, Holy, unto God. But the 
| iuing praiſe thee, that is, before others 


| gone out of this World, what he is a 
| doings but here we do.--- The living 
ſt priſe thee, So, in the Old Teſtameer, 
W 1: - | ſowe- 


., 
d b.o-.* we = 


ver has, it is not of himſelf, not by * 
himfelf, bur of Chriſt, and by Chriſt | 


' live, by Thankſeiving. Now, the ve=. 
& cynatureof Gratitude and Thankſgi- | 


| faces, \Who knows, when a man is 


| 


ly. Beſrong in faith, and you will | 
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ſometimes you finde ſuch other ex- 


y '| preſſions.---The dead praiſe thee not, ſa 
+ | 3$.8. Thedead praiſethee not! How. . 
o | is that? why, they praiſe God'no mort' | 
: among the living : No body can ſay 
1 now what they area doing, unleſs one- 
| knew where they ars,--- *Tis the li 

e | wineg-that praiſe thee. Well then, what 
. | ablame wouldit be to us, to live and 

i» | not to praiſe Gol 2-- The living praiſe. 
a | thee. We may not be nambred a= 
e | mong the /ivizz, unleſs we be num=- 


ſe | bred among che praiſing people. -- He 
ls | bat offereth. praiſe, ſaith God ,he honour 
'u | '. 4th me, Pal. 0.xlr.. Who-is it that of=: 
h |} =» feri praiſe ® Why, the living.. So that 


16 | tis the living that honour God, and ho- 
g | mowr him this way, . by thankſgiving and' 
be | praiſe, There aretwo or three Texts, 
is | thatchough they diffcr in exprefſion, 


is yer they all agree in ſenſe, as that in 
a } Col. 3-17; Whatever Je dv in word or 
wy | deed, do all in the Name of theLord Fe= 
tr, | ſus, giving thanks to God and the Father © 


= |. 54 A 

by him. Whatever ye do in word 0» 
deed, be ſure togive thanks, ſayes he, 
[What does this amonnt to ? To thar 


| ever 'Je do, do all to the glory of God: 
} Whatever ye doin word or Ceed, give 
thanks, (i.e.) Whatever ye do, whe- 
| ther you cat or drink, do all to the 
L gloryof God. Soin Heb. 13.15. There's 
© 2 Parallel-expreſſion. By him therefore 
i Leo wit, by Chriſt) /er us offer the ſacrt- 
b& Boe of Praiſe continually» What is 
© «hat? Why (fays he) che from of our 
i! dips, giving thanks to hi5 Name, Our: 
Jongnes are (in Scripture) calld our 
gory; and truly they will be ſo far 
& trom being our glory, that they will be 
| our ſhame, if we don't uſe them to 
[| glorihe God. =» Offer +- Praiſe through 
if im, --the fruit lips, giving thanks to his 
| Name. 

it} 4+: Another way wherein, and wher- 
by we magnify the Lord God by life, or 


it 
" 


| while wp live; 'tis by wel-doing, by 
| | good 


F 
1 
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of the Apoſtle, in 1Coy. 10-30» --What-. 
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good works well done > (for, good works - 
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! glorifie Chri 
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ill done may fook well, but don'c z«fte 
well. ) I told you before, chat we ho 
nour Chriſt moſt, when we live moſt 
like uato Chrift: Now, this very way | 
did Chriſt honour his Father, this ve- 
ry way did Chriſt magnifie his Fathers 
and this very way muſt we glorifie 

Chriſt, ſaith he, in Fohn 179.5. Father, 
F have glorifyed thee on earth, How di& 
he glorific his Father on earth? Why | 
ſays he, I have done the work thongaveſt 
me to do- Ipray, what was the work. 
that was given him todo? Why, all 
manner of o00d works ; He went #p and 
down doing good, Acts 10. 38. And all 
the good he did was well done, his e- 
nemies being Judges ; -- This man hath 
done nothing amiſs, Luke 23.41, Now' 
beloved, when-we thus finiſh the work 
that God hath Fives us to: do, we then. 
, and'the Father of our 

Lord Chriſty #-- Herein is wy Fa- 
[1 W4(- the, 

”y 


one ere 


be (A56) | 
zher Glorified, with Jebring forth much. | 
frat, (i, e-) froits of new obedience - 
the Cluſters of ſuch 'Grapes,. they are 
' ahe things chat glorify Gol---. Herein 
4, my Father Glorified, whenye bring farth 
much fruit. SO, in Phil. 1+-12>. Bean 
filled with the fruits of Righteou|neſs, which, | 
| are by Fefus Chriſt io t e praiſe and glory 
' of God. Such fruit- bearing ay this, is 
W the greateſt praiſe and glory that we. | 
W canbring toGod and Chriſt: Hereby | 
I God has a double Honour: he has ag | 
& honour: from them that do them, and. | 
W be. has an honour ſrom them to. 
g whom they are done; and I may, 
agde a third ;. he has: an honour from. | 
chem that ſee them done ; ſo our Savie, ! 
Konr ſpeaks tothis purpoſe, Mat-g. 16.,', | 
0f Jour light ſo ſhine before'men, that | 
Bihey may (ce your good works, and glorify. 
Whour Fathrr which is in Heaven. They - | 
I hat ſce them, , as well as chey thatdo þ 
|Rhem, and they that feel them, give 
Relory to God. «- That they thar ſee them, 
4 way” 
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may glorify your F hiker end ſay, O what 
2 people has this God! apeople like 
unto God, doing good, Our great eme . 
ploymeat ia this world ſhould be, 6 
ſhew forth the vertues of him, who hath 
call'd us out of darkneſs into lighr z 
The word is Yertwes, which Tranflared 
Praiſes, i Pct. 2. 9. Te are 4 choſen 
Generation, 4 Royal Prieſthood,” a holy 
Nation, 4 peculiar People, that ye ſhould © 
ſhew forth the Praiſes of him ,] The 
word in the margin is, the Yertues of © 
him.»- $0 that we then ſhew forth the - 
Praiſes of Chriſt when we ſhew forth 
the Yertues of Chriſt- . If 'we ſhould . 
Preach all our dayes, it might indeed 
much magnify him ; but we do mach 
more magnify him by Works. Pratfice - 
is. the beſt Preaching: and thus way / 
all curn Preachers by aethority.. 

Thus I haye ſhewn you, when we - 
may be ſaid to magnify Chriſt by o0r-- 


life. . | 


Secondly . 


(58) 

Secondly, 1 ſhall ſhew.you when, | 
Chriſt is magnified by our death. I, 
confeſs, 'tis;good [iving, if we live pe-- 

_ witentially, and live believingly,. and, 
live thankfully, and live fraitfoll ;* of, 
but let me tell you too, 'tis —_ dyings, | 
and it may be beſt, Well, how is Chriſt: } 
magnified by 444th? Ang beloved, ler; 

never concern our ſclves much.,whe= 
ther we ſhall /ive, or whether we ſhall 
die, but that Chriſt may be mwagnifyed.) | 
I ſhall inſtance but intwo things, 

1 Chriſt js magnified by. our dearh; | 
when we die Martyrs, (as we phraſe it)! 
that is, Witneſſes tothe Truths of Chriſt: 
and not. only ſuch Truths .as concern. 
Manners, but. ſuch Truths as concern! 
Works, :Tis a very remarkable place, : 
that in Fob» .2i, 19, Chriſt had beeq 

Ipeaking there of /ufering that was liks | 
ro befal him, and (ſays the Text) he | 
ſpakes fiznifying by what death he ſhould) 
God. Mark the expreſſiqn; | 

-By what d:atb he ſhculd glorify = 
| ot 


——4- 
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aff > Ho woof 
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Not ſimply, by what death he ſhould” 
die ; *tis not bare dying, as I mayfay, 
bue by whae death he ſhould glorifie 
God: God may keep ſome of his people 
from'one kind of death) that they may: . 
die another, that ſhall glorifie his Name 
more then that other death would, 
+ By what death he ſhould glorify God. 
As much as to ſay, If he had died any 
other time, or any other way, he had 
not brought ſo much glory anto God. 

I, but happily you will ſay, 4# have 
not the honour of being Martyrs. --To 
them it may be given ro bel/eve, yet. 
not ro ſafer for the Name of Jeſus g' 
ſuch honour have not all che ' Saints: 
in all Ages, notevery one. Now, is 
there no other way to glorifle him by. 
drath? Yes-- be, 
| 2. This other way : when we: don't: 
| die as Martyrs, but die in our beds - 
yet we glorify' God in our d-ach, 


"| Whew we do ſobmit' and yefign up. 


our ſelves to his Will. ang *Pleaſure-* | 


& 


? (60) { " 

\ Rep! ſed but to compare two Texts? 
and you ſhali ſee them ſpeak one thing 
intwo words: Saith Chriſt. in Fohn. 
| 13. 25- Father glorify thyſelf : agd.in, 
Mat. 26. 39. lays he, Father, . not. as I; 
will, but as thow Vile. Both theſe prais 
Fe$ are of one and the ſame ſenſe and. 
Signification- We then glorify God, 
when we reſign our (elves roGod.: God 
3s then Glorified, when we are reſigned 


co his Fatherly will.--- . Father, glorify. 


zhy ſelf, inthe one place : and in the 0+« 


Ther place. Thy will be done + . and then... | 
God is Glorified----. Precious in the fight, | 


ofGod is the death of hisSaints;on thisace, 
countas well as others God loves thear; 
dearly, 8& kifleth them. with the kiſles. 
of his lips, becauſe they have referred 
themſclvs to his will.'Tis (aid of Moſes, 
that he died with a kiſs from the mouch 
of Ged : Now, Moſes (you know) died, 
Privately, and died qu ecly, and eatred 


not into the Land of Canaan, into the. | 


Lagd of Reſt, yer God killed away his. 
© 5s ſoul. 


—_— — m— 
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ſoul when he had retigned up himſelf | 
to God, -- Thos ſhalt not ſee Canaanze, |} 
poſſeſs it, thow ſhalt only ſec it with thine | 
| eyes, and die, Though he. ſhould nor 
f enter Canaan, yer he caught him upto. 
| fee Heaven, [af 
| __ Thus you;ſee by this time how we.. | 
' may magnifie God by life and: by! | 
| death. ; We 'magnifie God: by living; - | 
| if we live penitentially, believingly, 
|| thankfully: and fruitfully,. And: we-. | 
magnifie God by dying,if we die bear«. | 
ing witzneſs,.. 2nd. for bearing witnefs . 
tp the Froah 3.and'if ;we die-in our. bed; | 
and no.body craubles: us, When we res: | 
fign np 04r ſees 1o.the Will of God, and: | 

t down with this, The Will of the Lord: 
| be done, be it by life, or. be, ic, byy 
| death, 4 6-51 . 
*  - You-maynowexpedt .from; me; the.. 
, exuth of this.Propoſition,. That: this IS: . | 

Y matter of oreat joyro a gracious ſou});: 
that God ſhall be.magnifiedy. whether. . 
it be by life or deaths, ts 1 


' 


6 . 
Lg: 
= ? 

& } 


(62) 


it 7, but you will ſay,. This is but a 
ſingle —_ I, but l ſay, 
2e.-] 


ſon; it ſpeaks the like of all thag 
bave that genius: Sothar it is not ohe« 
1y true of Pav!, that he would rej)yce 
when Chriſt 'was magnified ; but "cis 
true of:every Chriſtian: *tis the' genius 
of a Chriftian.. One may ſafely infer 
from this, That as Abraham was juft;5 
fied, ſlo muſt all men be juftifted : (we 
may- draw-a-#njver/ai concluſion fromx 
that paertics/er.) ' Why becauſe there 
is buc one way to be juftified. If 44 


4f-. So, this that Paul did, 5Sattribu» 
tive teevery Chriſtian. Paul did nov 
{do Religion- as-an Apoſtle - but as a 
' Chriſtian -\ and what one Chriſtian 
does, is common to all Chriſtians : 
Beſides 2 «ul, (what experience of your 
| own you may have, I know not) I will 


| give you another, Joby 329,30, Thismy. 


Jo) 


+> The inſtance in the Text proves' 


| hat a ſingle inflance; when it' 
{ſpeaks the genius and nature of a per-' 


br «ham was juſtified by Faith, ſo muſt: 


——_—— 
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Joy fulfilled: He muſt increaſe, but I: 
muſt decreaſe. « This my joy is fulfilled? 
why, can you rejoyce chat you muſt 
decreaſe, and be a No-body intheWorld, 
and fignify nothing, that your burning 
light muſt be put/out bya greater light9: 
Why, yes: My joy #s folfiled: He muſt in-. 
ceale dos muſt decreaſe. Tis the joy of: 
poor ſouls, that they. may decreaſe that: | 
Chriſt may.increaſe. Lerthem decreaſe: | 
ſo Chriſt-may increaſe, for they never: 
reckon it goes ill with chem, if ir go+ 
well with Chriſty if: Chriſt gain. by: 
them, they never reckon that they loſe. 
by Chriſts *riscas I cold you before )the: 
very genius of a Chrilttan. . Do but tell 
him, , and aſſare-him, and make out« 
clear to him-but this,. That wan: that a 
riſon, that a death will glorifie Chriſt,;, 
ewill preſencly.ſay,Lec this be my low: 
of all means g. whatever will glorifie 
hriſt, he has no exception againſt 
that condition, becauſe the end will be. 
infinitely far berter for him, chen..ig- 
K9Wd be to be gut of that condition. . | 
| Bye: 


— hy q 
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But, happily you would ſee a reaſon. 
for it then: Why ſhould they rejoyce - 
ſo much that Chriſt is magnified ?. 


W hy < 1 will give you two Reaſons-. 


The ficſt is this: - Becauſe they are 


more Chriſts\than their own: - Nay, . 


they are not-at all, theirown, but all 
Chriſts :: We. are-all (all thac Be- 


leeve in Jeſusare ) his, by many rights. 


and Titles : . and indeed, he meriteth 


and-deſerveth our beſt and. our all from | 


us : .he bas paid a very dear and a coſt- 


| ly: rate to purchaſe -us- for. himſelf. . 
Alas: Creation, ..as great a gife as it 
gave us, gave us far leſs then Chriſt - 


gives us : : Creation. gave us oor ſelf, 


but in RedemptionCheiſt gave himſelf - 


' forus: . andas faras-Chriſt is beyond 


us: . So far may we reckan the good of : | 

Redemption þeyond that of Creation. 

Tis infinitely more a honour. and hap». | 
ineſs to us to be. Chriſtians.than to be- 


Men.  *'Tis a great honour to be Mey, 
ang not to be. Bees, but "tis infinitely 


- morg. 


A 
. 


| 


/ 
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morean honour to|be a Chriſtiah then 
to be a Man. By Creation we are 
made Men, but by Redemption we are 
made Chriſtians, it coſt us cheap, but 
1s, coſt Chriſt dear. We may have . 
Milk, Wine and Honey of Chriſt for 
nought, but he paiddear for that we 
pay nought, fays the Apoſtle, Ton are 
2206:Jour own, 1Cor. 6.20. No ?. pray 
how come we £0 loſe the right -in-our.- 
ſclves? nor our own ? how are we not 


| Ourown YV Vhy, Tow are bought with 


| «price, That that is bought is nor 


ies own, *tis his that bought-it; and: 
we are bought. And, we are, boughe + 
with a pricey V Vhat, with ſilver and 
gold? No, its nat ſuch a corruptible 
thing as ſilver and gold, but: with the, 
precious blood of Chriſt, 1 Pet. 6.1 9» 


| Now :1ſay, being bought, we ceaſe co. 


' | beour own: and mark what follows |. 
. $fhereupon- Ye are not your own, for 


ye are bought witha price - therefore. 
terifie God in your bady,andin Jour _ 
| | 


| J FE 
| Vf ye are not you? wa; there is the 
| :\ the world you ſhould 


reateſt rea(0n 1 th 
hoſe you are» that you 


chem, 2 *orjath- 5, 
ſtrainerh ws, be- | 
judge tþ48 if #7 died for all, 
\ben were all deaa: 4nd that he died for | 
af. Whavend had he 3nt © that they | 
that live"(hov's not henceforth 31%? unto 
themſelves, 
themens TRece 


that they might be hs * 
heiſt a great deal of wrong 
if you ſay you are your OWN; you-are 
none of your OWN 5 you had aced take 
care how you ule your ſelves and HOW 

ou.carry You 

for you are not your own, Job are bough 
| wit 


© ſelv's, Souls and Bodies. | 
4 


_ (6) 
with a price ; therefore glorify God:-* 
And, why did Chriſt die, but, that thews: 
that live, might live to him that died for 
them? And ſo again---- None of 
liveth ts himſelf,| and no man dycth to 
himſelf, Rom. 14. 7» 3, 9» They are 
noble ſouls indeed that willlive and 
dye for another : theſe are anſelfed 
ſouls (fare, that neither live nor dye to 


| themſelves. But mark how he limits 
| it; --- None of «4: he does notiſay, 
' | No man, but None of vs, (i: e.) None of- 


us Beleevers live or dye to our ſelves, 
bur unto Chriſt: | And ſo he goeson 3 
Whether we live, we live unto the Lord or 
whether we dye, we dye unio the Lord: 
whither we live therefore or dye, we are 
the Lords we are not our own, bur. 
the Lords. And, in Rom, 14. 6, To- 


| this end Chrif both died, and roſe 


aeadin and revived, That he might be- 


| Lord both of the dead, and of the- 
| living, (5. e-) of our life and death-, - 


Well,, 


63 | 
VV<ll, beloved, Kick one reaſon-no 
why Chriſtians, true Chriſtians,genn- 
ine Chriſtians do ſo greatly rejoyce, 
that Chriſt Jeſus is magnified, whe- 
ther it be. by life or by death, They are 
not their owny. theyare hu: They are 
= therefore his intereſt muſt be their 
end. | 

Secondly. They rejoyce inthis, he- 
cauſe now their ſcope, and aim, and 
end is attained- 


What is the ſcope; and aim, and | 


end of a Chriſtian but this, That God in 
all things may be glorified? Why ſhould 
we live,but thatGod may be glorified ? 
Why would he-die, but that God may 
be glorified ? not ſimply that he may 
goand be glorified of God, but that he 


may go and glorify God better then e+| i 


ver before hedid, You know, every 
body would be glad toattain cheir end: 
to have their deſires granted is asa tre 
of life. Why now they have cheir de- 


| 
J 
A 
! 
i 
i} 
al 
th 
a, 


fices granted, their prayers grantedy t 


their 


ted, 
the it 


'- eo) : 
their end brought about, What was 
their great deſire? |--- O Lord, if Tiive 
let wie live to thy glory ; if 1 die let me die 
zo thy o/ory. Now,if Chriſt be magnift- 
ed,they have their end; here the graci- 
ous ſoul has the uttermoſt of his will, 
he has his will granted ; and would not 
you have him glad;This is char he aims | 
at, and deſires after, that God may be 
glorified : * Now whea he is glorified, 


| beit by life, .orby death, he is glad- 


Now, that this ought to be our end, 1 
think you Qgeſtion not z if you ſhould, 
I ſhall'prove'it': x| Per. 4. 11+ If any man 
ſpeak, let him ſpeak as the Oracle of God, 

if any man miniſter, let him dg it as of the 
ability which God gpyeth, that God in all 
things may be glorified, He does not ſay 
in one Or two caſes; but he ſays, that 
in all God! may be glorified, Ia all ye 


4 Co. have this in your eye, in your aim, 


that God may 4: Tlorifizd, Whatever ye 


4 do, from © !1;7heſt thing: of graceto 


the loweſt ot nature, whether ye eat, or 
EH4 drink, 


0) | 
drink, or whatever - de, ao all to the gly- 
ry of God, Well now, we will ſuppoſe 
hw Chriſtian to-be prying for grace « and 
'! whatend has hean praying for grace? 
| what, meerly that Grace might ſave | 
|. him? No, but that by Grace he 
might ſerve God, What, would he 
have Grace meerly that Grace might 
bring him to glory? No, but he would 
have Grace that thereby he might bring 
God glory, and bring 'glory to God, 
Look what Prayer the Apoſtle” makes 
for the Saints, that the Saints make 
for themſelves. Now, when the A«| 
poſtle prayed for the Saints, you have 
itthus, in 2Theſ,1.12, Wherefore we 
pray always for you, That our God would 
count you worthy of this Calling, and fulfil 
all the good pleaſure of hi-g00dntſs, and 
the work of Faith with Power ; Why? 
that the Name of our Lord Feſus Chrif| 
may be glorified in you, and ye 1n him, 
&c, (4: ds) we pray to God for ew 

| vor 


| 


| 


- | to God. | 

| Thus now (bcigved) you have ſeen 
2 | the Point opened and proved, together 
e | with the Reaſons of ir, 

el | | 

- What remains now but to apply it, 
t| and emproveitz> And all the Applt- 
d | cation ſhall be, | That we may all 
g reatly concern, our ſelves, and be un» 
l. Futisfied, till we have attained ſuch a 
es | frameof (oul : For, aſſure your ſelves, 
ce | you will never live well, nor die well 
\. without it. Let us . be defirous: of 
ve | this, . and endeayourous after this a- 
we | bove all other things, That God in «ll 
old} things may be glorified; that if we live, 
Il} we may live zo him; that- when we die, 
nd we may die to hirs. What ſhould we 
4? five for elf ? What ſhould we die 
ri} for elſe?; Alas! it would be ſad 
im, living and Cying , were it not for 
ace; this (as I. ſhall ſhew you by and 


that by) | 


| (71) 
that by grace we may give glary ug; 


q e 
# 
7 # 


Well, 


| 
| _ 
Well then. to engage you to he 
hugely defirous of this frame of ſoul, 
let. me propound a few Arguments, 
(molt of chem lie in and abour the 
Text) and wich them I ſhall con- 
clude. | 
' I-'( AsThave hinted to you once | 
of and again: ) To have ſuch a frame of | 
[ ſoul; 'cis to be conformable to Chriſt: | 
Never yet was there Diſciple but did | 
it, and thall notwes And, Chriſt | 
himſelf. --- 1 came not to do my own 
will; - but the will of him that ſent wwe, 
Fohn 6. 38, And when he came to 
die, he was of the ſame mind, --- Not | 
my will, but thy will. --- Luke 22.42. S9, | 
Beloved, :let us live in this world, 
(while we live ) like them that have 
no walls of cheir owns” Tis a very dan- 
gerous thiug to be ſelf-will'd, to main: 
tain a will of our own. The world. 
(I know). talk high: -- Are net our ) 
tongues our'own ? and-our wills oor 
own 2 O'Tisa rufull Living, tolire 
according t9 ones own will ) No, «-- 


Lo een OH 
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Thy Will be done E Let that beNill i 
your months, I, and (till in your hear. 
tog, or elſe it will be bur a comple 
ment.-- Thy Will be done-- The Apoſtl® 
makes this a clear/diſtintion from the 
world, Rom.12.2. | Be not you conform” 
able to this world: | How ſhall wedo ro 
be otherwile ? Why, conſider what is 
that good, andferfeci, and acceptable 
Will of God. You will never care for 
the world, nor conform to it, if you 
have but Gods Will before you. Your 
own Will will carry you our. to the 
World, Don't 'gg and ſtuly what 
will pleaſe this 'or that Man with 
whom you have todo, or what will 
picaſ thy ſelf;bur| what will pleal God. 
Do wegovup and down about fo low 
a buſinels as to pleaſe men 2 No, let 
us pleaſe Go.!, [To this very end now 
Chriſt js exalted into glory; -- In thi 
he lives, he lives to God for ever, Rom: 
6 9,10, Wyoy nov, ict us d{: conform- 
able to vur Lerd|Chritt =. He died ace 
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cording tothe Will of Goa, Gal.1-q- And, 
in that he lives, he lives to God for ever, 

2, *'Tis a clear and demonſtrative 
Argument of ſincerity. Would you 
know whether you are fiaccre or nor ? 
you will never have a better Argu- 
meat then this, to have reſigned life 
and death to God, all your Wili to the 
Will of Gqd, A hypocrite cannot do 
it s he may /ay this, he may make com. 
plements, and flatter God wich his 


lips, but he hath not this in his heavr?, © 


to relign all to God :-- Lord, I would 
not be my own Carver, I would not 
live at my own choices bur if thou 
would(t I (hall live, I will live ; if thou 
wou'd(t I ſhall die, 1 will die: Why, 
this isa mighty ſtroug Argument the 
ſoul is ſincere. Now, you know that 
of all fins that a Profcflor may be inci- 
dent co, there is noching more dange- 
rous then hypociift-, that 15 the moſt 
dangerous, and ſhould be the mc ſt odi- 
- Ous, b<cauſe of that pretended likeneſs 
to 


(75 | 

to Religion. We look upon an Ape 25 
an ugly thing, becauſe it is moſt like 
a man, and yet hath agothing of a man 
in it; ſo a hypocrite is moſt odious,be- 
cauſe he is moſt likeunto a Chriſtian, 
yet has nothing of aChriſtian in him. 

3- The truth on't is, we are good 
for nothing elſe bur to live and die to 
Chriſt : cell me, what any of us caa be 
good for but for this, whas worth or 
value can be put upon us butfor this, 
that while we live, we livetoGod, and when: 
we die, we die to God? And really,tis the * 
greateſt honor we have conferred upon 
us,or are capable of,thatw: mayobſery 
the Will, and at to the glory of God. 
Now Beloved, /it being thus, how, 
ſhould it endear this frame cf ſoul co 
us, and make it very precious in our 
eyes? It woula not be good to live, nor 


good todie, upon other terms; No- 


life would bz ; good but a good 


life, and no death would be gool 


but a good Cyzath , and without 
this, neither life nur death is good 


[| El 3 - _ W hea 
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if Whenwe ſay Go1is our God, and we 
[} his people, ſurely we don't enderſtand 
our ſelves what we ſay:unle(s we mean 
this, that God is our God that we may 
ſerve him, as well as that Goa is our 
God that he ſhould ſave we. | 
4. Another Argument for the pur- 
ſuit of this frame is this, That if 
Chriſt be not minced by us while we 
live, and when we die, we ſhall be a- 
ſhamed of our life - and whar a fad 
thing it is, when a man ſhall turn his 
face, and ſee what he has done, and 
bluſhar ir! There is a day coming 


what have 1 done? I, bat wlicn all our 
days come to be at an end, and we 
ſhall come to ſee. -- I have bin in the 
world, but havenot lived there, (for 
while a man lives not ro God, he lives 
not; all other living is to be dead 
while we live ; while we live in the 
-world in fin, we are Cead, I, though 


while 


wher you ſhall ſay, What have 1 done? 


you live in pleaſure, you are dea: 


| 
! 
[ 


| 


| 
| 
| 


| 
j 
{ 


[ 


j 


They ſhall be aſhamed, as a Thief when he 


God has. not bia magnified, ,VVell, 


(77) & 
while you live, 17:91.5-6 ) Now,what'\ 
a ſad thing is this, that we thould go to \ 
make work for ſham-? to be aſhas 
med of our own| ways? aſhamed to 
look God in the face, having abuſed 
his mercies? --The Fhiezf, when beig 
taken (ſaich the Prophet). is aſhamed, 


is taken is aſhamed, Jer.2.26. He is no 
2ſhamed ſo much that he s a Thief, as 
for this, becauſe he is taken as aThief. 
Now, what a ſad thing is this, that 
we ſhould be taken as ſo many Thieys, 
that have robbed God of his glory alt 
our days ! we have not lived to God, 


beloved,earneſtly conſider of ity | hope 
I hall not be aſhamed; Chriſt ſhall be 
magnified by my life and death. -- A4- 
bige in him alſo (ſays the Apoftle John) 
that ye may no! b: aſhamed before bim at 
his coming. Abide in him? who are 
they thacabide in him ? V Vhy, They 
that abide in him ought to walk 4s he 

E 3 wal ked 
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tE/ 4/ked, As mnch as toſay, Walk is he 
Y Walked; left ye be aſhamed at his coming. 

5. He hath firted us with Bodies for 
. this very purpoſe. There are ſome 
F actions, and ſome duties, that can ne- 
ver be done without a body, --- A body 
haſt thou prepared me--.” And ſo may 
| we ſay, A body haſt thouprepared us. 
, you will (ay; but'my body is a mor- 
\ ka] body, fit for no ſervice.. Why, yet 
:t may be fir fordeath; and, ſays he, 
He ſhall be magnified by my body, whether 
ty life or death. Wherefore doth God 
8 give us boaies ? what, that we ſhould 
| crifle away our time? that we ſhould 
trick them up, and make them fine, 
make them look like Babies 2 No, bur 
that intheſe bodies God mzy be mag- 
nified. Thecruth on'cis, there is no=< 
i ching thW is ſuch a diſgrace tous as 
L Gn;& 'tis impoſſible thatPerfon ſhould 
be call'd beautiful that's vicious s he 
can't be cal''d beautiful in a ſpiritual 
account that's vicious; for mow is 
; De. 
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.am glad that I havea body, a body 
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Deformity. Why now, how many +! 
perſons do but even turn their glory \," 
into ſhame ,and their beauty into athes? 
Have they fair bodies ? what do they 
do with them> why, they make flaves 
of them, ſlaves to fin, (laves to Satan, 
or one ſuch thing or other. Why, is 
this the way tb glorifie God in your: 
bodies 9 No, ſays he, This i my hope, 
that God ſhall be glorified in my body : F- 


that's beautiful, and a body that's eve- 
ry way fitted| for Gods ſervice, 
Well, | ; 

6. Sixthly and laſtly, (to adde no: 
more :) conſider this, That the mag= 
nifying of Chriſt by your life or death,' | 
ſhall curn to your falvation: donor | 
think, buc that you ſhall gain if 
Chriſt b2 magnifted, The regdy 
way to advantage our ſelves is to ad- 
vance our God; and we never do 
our ſelves a courtefie, or a kind- 
neſs, buc when\we do Gods ſervice -: 

| E 4 If 
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| if we pleaſe him, to be ſure we ſhall 
pleaſure our (elves, we (hall profic our 
ſelves greatly. Do we give glory to 
him?> he will glorifte us, -- Them that 
bonour me, 1 will honour, '1Sam- 2.30, bur 
if you will deſpiſe him, look to'r, he 
will deſpiſe you, ſays the Apoſtle, Not- 
withſtinding every way-«* Chriſt & Preach- 
«ds, and Tamelad: for 7 know this ſhall 
turn to my ſalvation, -- according to my 


earneſt expe ation--.And his expeta- * 


tion is grounded upon this, that Chriſt 
ſhall be glorified in his body. $o 
that, while Chriſt is magnified, all 
| whereby Chriſt is magnified, turns to 
| your ſalvation, O who, who would 
' Not chuſe thus tolive, and thus ro die ? 
| for ſo he lives beſt, 2nd dies beſt; he 
| Jives and dies belt to God. and beſt to 
S himſelf, God is magnifixd , and it 
| Turns to his ſalyation- 
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he magniftid by his life or death. 
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$ASSEGETALELLERE 
SERMON 1ll. 


Phil- 1.21. For tg me to live is Chrifl,and 
to die is g4lns | | 


- AY laſt Diſcourſe: was upon 
M-:: Propoſition, That it 1s not 
only a matter of indifferency, 

but matter of exceeding great joy to 4 gra- 
cious ſoul, wheithrr he live or die, that 
Chriſt is magnifi:d by his life or death. 
The Perſon / teli you of, to wit, a 
gracious ſoul; is (o- ingenious, and of 
{o generous and noble;a temper, that 
he would think it the greaceft diſgrace 
imaginable, and bluih for ſhame, char 
he (hould live -or die, and Chriſt nor. * 


Now the great Reaſon of that Pro» 


Y 


- "M3 
poſttion, (to wit, the joy that the A- 
poftle had that Chriſt ſhould be mag- 
nified) he gives you in this verſe, 


For to me to lives Chriſla and to die its. 
gan, * F 


The right reading will procure a 
right underſtanding of the words. And 
Lihall not crouble you with the variety 
of Criticiſmes that are upon them, 
but confer with Calviz, Beza, and 
the Durch Annotations, and ſeveral 0 | 
thers in the reading of them, which, | 
3s genuine and Grammarical ; to wit, 
thus. 


Chrift-is gain to me, living or dying» 
Or thus, 
Chriſt is my g ain:in life,or death+ 


No wonder then, that he ſhould re-. 
zjoyce when Chiiſt was magnified by 
life or death, for Chriſt was a gain to 

| _ 
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him, whether helived, or whether he 


died, and all gain is matter of 5y. 

The Propoſition I ſhall now inſiſt 
on, you have heard :- if you will hear 
it in other words, you may, viz. That 
tt is Chriſt that makes it worth our while 
to live or die : *Tis Chriſt thacis the 
oain of our life or death ; or, that 
makes it- worth our while to live or 
dic. | 

Life, as yaluable a thing as itis, 
woula be very tedious, were it not for 
Chiiſt- And how cerrcible would deatle 


| be, were it not for Chriſt? but now, 


there is a joy in both if Chrilt be ours: 
if Chriſt be ours, then fe is ours too 3 
I, and death roo. | 

I (hall firſt ſh:w you, that Chriſt is 
the'gain of our /ife ; "tis he that makes 
ic worth our while to ve | 

Secondly, that Chriſtis the gain of 
our death , that he makes it worth 
Our while to ave. 

Firſt 


Ba. 
Firit, Chriſt Jeſus is the gain of our 


/ife : he makes ic worth our while to 
& {/ve, and that 
ll +. If you conſider Chrif, what he 
| cocs for us while we live, | 
| 2, Our ſelves, what we do for him: 
| while we live. | 
| Firſt, what he does for us : And L 

| ſhall hereccnfine my ſelf to theſe four 

| things. 

| 1x1 Hegives us our life; he isthe own« 
8 erof ourlif-, both the Natural! and 
8 the <picituall life, Since ſin (chat vg+ 
8 ly thing) came into the world, the Ns- 
8 zuraf life is not worth the living with- 
| out the Spiritual life. Now, Jeſus 
S' Chriſt is ſaid (in Scripture) to come, 
| that he might giveus life. Why, were 
| we not living before? Yes, we were 
living, yet dying; and therefore Chriſt 
3s ſaid to come to give us life, and with. 
an addition, to give life more Abundant- 
ly, John 10. 10. The Naturall life is a 
very ſtreight-laced thivg, 'tisa very 
| nar- 


95, 
narrow and charting , but the Spi | 
;tuat life is a large, dilating, f(pread- - | 
ing, and an abundant thing ;. and this 
is the life he came'to give, -- Life more 
Abundantly, a life infiaitely Traoſcende 
'ing the Naturalllife, I, and at the beſt; 
And upon this account is, that figgers 
are ſo much blamed by Chrift,, John 5, 


\ | G» Te will. not come. to methat je might- 


have life- Haply the ſcoffers and mock- 
ers of the world might have ſaid to 
him, give us- life '' why, are we dead 
men 2 don't you, fee us walk»: don't 
welive, and moye ? han't we a being? 
Why, 61 you will not come to me that you: ' 
might have life, What life could this. 
be but a Spiritnallife,the fumm and top- 
whereof is Eternal life ? And, 7gree- 
able to this notion, Sinners in Gods and 
Scriptures account, are not ſaid to be- 
alive, but dead while they live, as 'tis. 
{aid of che Prodigal, --- My Son that was- 
aead is alive. - All the while men. live 
ia {1n, they are dead; and the, more 

| ley 
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they live in ſin, che more dead they 
are in fin. --» Ton that were Acad in trefs 
paſſes and fens hath »: quickned, that is, 
hath he made alive, Sirs, I beſeect 
you think of this ; never reckon yours 
ſelves alive till yoga ace in Chriſt; you 
are all dead men, and dead women 
without Chrift, every .perſon of you 
are dead while out of-Chriſt.--Yow thax 
were dead in fins and treſpaſſes hath he 
made alive. We. are worle then 4dawm 
when he was buta lump of clay, be. 
fore God breathed in. him rhe breath 
of life, and he became a living ſoul, 
till Chriſt be breathed into us, weare 
worſe then that duſt, and that clayzfor, 
alas! alas / we are dead in fin. Now, 
thus doth Chriſt make us alive again, 
Viz. by ſuperadding, and implanting, 
and graffing a better life. upon this, a 
ſpiritual life upon the nacural life, by 
making the man a newman : more a 
man;and more then a man, ' Thus js 
Chriſt the gain of our life; he gives us 
cur 


(8) | 
our life. Whatever it is that is worth- 


the name of life, that we have from- | 
'. our Gad, and that we owe to him. | 

2.Chciſt isthe gain of our life thus, 
adding to it the conventencies of living, - | 
the accommodations of life, There are: 
many Requiſits untolife, Neceſſaries-une- 
to life; we have them all from Chriſt,, 


both for the natural and for the ſpiri- 


tual life. Whar were life without @. 


livelihood ?- life without a livelihood 
i5not ſcarce ro be called life. What 
were it. to live if one &#ed aazly, and-li- 
ved not in health * Now, *cts Jeſus 


Chriſt chat gives us our well-being, as. 


well as our being; 'tis he that gives us 
our daily bread for ſoul as well as for 


ow kh had forfeited all:that's all the - 


kindneſs ſin did us, to make us loſe all 
we had:we had(I lay)forfeited all; and 
It coſt Chriſt Jeſus very dear, not on- 
ly to redeem us to himſelf, but co re- 
deem theſe things to us, that we-mighr 
again eat bread, and might have ſom-. 


thing [Q cover ourihame,our nakedpeſs. 
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Now.thus is Chriſt the gainof living, 
and makes it worth our while to live, 


as he furniſheth us with che Requiſites. 
of life, things neccilary for life,, How 
many creatures dotli God put to.deati 
to keep us alive we could not have 
theſe creatures . if. he did not makes 
them ;. and when. -we had them, we 
ſhould have no good by them, if he did 


|| not bleſs chem- And-if this be tao 
| liccle ro lignifie his love, he himſelf 
| died that we might live, Agd,how 

| ſorrya life.had we lived, though lived 


in Paradiſe, if Chriſt had not died that 
we might live?. And this brings me 


tothe 


3-. Thing, to ſhew you yet further 
how Chriſt is the gain of- lifes and 


that is, not only by giving [ife, and the | 
|  conveniencies of life ;, but the ſweetneſs: 


of lif2 and livelihooJ both unto us, 
How come ſo many bureran«ſles into 


| the world, and howgo they out again ? 


they came in by (1n,.and they go our by 
| 4. 7 him 
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him that takes away tin, and that is 


Chriſt. Sin had embittered life to us 


exceedingly, and| livelihood too, for 
we could neither l;ve without painzno, 
nor eat without pain, for it ſeems ie 
maſt be iz the ſweat of our brows, Gen, 
2.19. Sin, it was like a dead Flie in the 
bro of all the precious Ointment that 


God had deſtowed upon us: it was | 


Death in the Pot, it poiſoned all our 
food. Why now,| my Beloved, whac 


ſhould we have dene with ſuch a life _ 
as this, with ſuch an embittered life 


as this? and' with ſuch a livelihood, 
fuch a poiſoned livelihood ? . (for a 
curſe upon all we have, is worſe then 
po-Jon in all ws have,) Now Jeſus 
Chriſt has taken away the Curſe. He 


that takes away the Sin that broughe 


the Curſe, takes/away the Curſe that 


( 


the Sin brought, So that now he has. 


} turaed all into a bleſſing, by bleſſing 


of it,--We live not by bread, (no, not a 
man of us; We livenot by bread «by: 
ah | what 


W- 


| 
| 
| 
| 
j 
{ 
| 
| 
j 
| 
{ 
| 
| 


92) Z 
what then ?) by P Word of his Month, 
2.e, by his bleſſing, Alas / what could 
weak things do to ſtrengthen us, what 
could dead things do to keep us alive, 
were it not for the word of his bleſ- 


ſing, which is more to our noutiſhmenc 
then the bread we eat ? 


4. Chriſt js the gain of /:iving, 4. e. 
makes it worth our while tolive,in this 
reſp:&, thar he ſan&#rþes living; he does 
not only ſweetex it, but he/ſandifes it, 
One would think ir a ſtrange expreſſi- 
on that the Apoſtie has, in1 Tim. 4.4: 
Every Creature of God is good, -» being 
ſanttified by the Word 411 Prayer, Why, 
did-not God at firſt make it good 2 did 
not God look upon all that he had 
made, and was it not good? yeazit was 
good exceedingly, very lovely and de- 
{irable. Why, how comes it then to 
loſe its goodneſs ? By our badne(s- our 
evil made the creature to loſe its good, 
and-makes it become a meer piece of 
vanity, and ſomthing worle, vexation 


of 
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of ſpirit, Ecclel. his Now, Beloved, 
you ſee by that exprrſſion of Paul, he 
will callno creature good bur as 'tis 
ſanQified - life is not goodif it be not 
ſanQified 5 livelihood is not good if 
it bz not ſanctified - -- Every creature of 
God 1s good, being ſanftified, And there- 
fore our Prayer (hould be, not (o much. 
that God would give us his Creatures, 
as that God would give us his Word to 
ſanttifie his Creatures, for then they 
will begood to us. There is a very 
remarkable paſſage, that the Apoftle 
has,the ſenſe whereof every body has 
n9t reached, though the text be ofcen 
quoted, (it cannot be too often for the 
conſolation of Saints.) its in 1Cor. 3» 21, 
Let no man glory in man, for a.l things 
are yours z not every-bodies, but yours: 
all things are yours: whether Paul,or A- 
pollo, or Cephas, or the world, or life, or 
drath,or things preſent,or things 10 com.all 
are yours ye artChriſts,andChriſt isGods- 
Howare all things our2as we mEGeng 
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and-as Chriſt is Gods, (o are they ourss 
Now, what's thepmeaning of thai?why, 
| Al is yours, thatis, All is ſet apart and 
| -dedicated to your ſervice, ſanQified 
' and ſeal'd ro your ſervice, as Chriſt 
was dedicated, (ec apart, and ſeal'd to 
Gods ſervice, and as you are dedicated, 
ſet apart andſeal'd to Chriſts ſervice. 
That's the proper ſenſe of the place - 
As you are for Chriſts ſervice, and 
Chriſt for Gods ſervice, (o is life, and 
deach, and ajl other chings (et apart 
and ſandified to your ſervice, that is, 
ſuch as are Chriits : I can ſay*ſo to no 
man elſe. 

- Beloved, it is ſomthing to have life 


ſiveetnedto us; bur the (weer is much. 


more in having it ſan@;fie to us- 
Who would noe fit at ſuch a ban- 
quer, where every thing ſavours of a 
» Saviour, and every diſh brought in, 15 
lauced and garniſhed wich the blood of 
Jeſus * Now Iſay, Chriſt does not 
onely Sweeten it, but Santtify \Þ- I 

| ut 
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for Chriſt 15 gais to mt in life and death. 


92 
but think what a | mcſt pittious ſad 
kind of living we ſhould have, whar 
of rempration ſrom the Devil, what of 
perſecution from the world, and (worſt 
of al!) what of cerruption from our 
own hearts, were-thrrenort a Chriſt to 
ſanity our lives. | 
And: thus | have ſhewn you briefly 
the firſt thing, viz. that Chriſt is the 
gain of our Lives, | and makes it worth 
our while to live. By doing ſomething for 
44 , in giving tous life; and adding to 
thar, Livelihood ; Sweetning that, and 
Sanfifying of it. 
Secondly, Chriſt is gain tous living, 
and makes ic worth our while to live, 
jf we confider Chriſt as he for whom 
we are tO live, and move, and have our 
being. Sze how the Apoſile makes | 
theſe Paralle! expreſſions: ayes he, 
I] Reckor, (and I know I ſhall not be a-- 
ſhameC) That Chrift (hall be magnified in 
my Loay, whether it be by life or death , 
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So that this is Ml. gain of his living, 
and the/gain of his dying, that Chriſt 
iS:magnified by his life and death. --- 
To me to live is Chriſt-+-- Indeed, Chriſt 
is chz gain of our life ; not onely that 


we live by him ; bur, that we live for 


him, and to'him; that we may ſerve 
him, and glorify him. 'Tis not one« 
ly our glory, that we have a Chriſt co 
ſaveus : but that we havea Chriſt for 


' us to ſerve: compare your living any 


other way with this, and you will find 
. it lictle worth: Would you compare 
_ 
| ?*x. With the life of ſin? (If Imay 

ſpeakſo; though 7 think it improper g 
for I told you before, *cis to dye while 
we live, to liveinfin.)I ſay, would you 
' compare it withliving in fins O what 
rufull living is it, when all thata man 
does thall be but his undoing ? is ic noc 
b-ccer living to Chiciſt,than living un- 
to lin ? for, in living to Chriſt, we live 
co Heaven z but inliving to fin, we live 


to 
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to Hell Whata fav thing is ir to ſee 
a2 mai: keep-a-do and make a buſſle 
ontly to damn himſelf, Agd, alas! 
what is it that moſt men do in the 
world, but Treaſure up wrath, againſt the 
ary of wrath? Do bur think of this, 
and me-thiuks it ſhould cool your cou. 
rage as to fin any longer, What/will I 
be a ſelf. murderer? For,if Ifinagainit 
God, I wrong my own ſoulz Ideſpiſe 
it aSif it wzre good for nothing but to 
goto Hell ;. and I deftroy it and ſend ic 
thicher, Oqge would think thismighc 
take off thac heat| that ſo many have 
ro ſo many f19s. | But will you com. 
pare it 


2, To living like Dives, dain- 
tily and deliciouſly every ' day ? 
S$1ppoſ® you had the falneſs of all the 
fine th:n9+ in che world, as much as 
heart could wiſh, | yet, (ſays our Savi- 
our,(aud upon that account he bids you 

Take 
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Take heed and NEE... off ake heed and be- 
ware of Coveitonſneſs: For 4 Mans 
life conſiſteth not in the abundance of 
theſe thinzsz No, a Mans life con- 
ſiſtzch not in them, ſays he, Luke r2.15., 
Whartis it, Beloved, if you er;j»y all 
the beauties and braveries that are 
up>nearth, all the delights and dcli- 
cacies of the ſans of men, if yoy live 
in all the grandeur and gallantry of the 
high<&t Courtiers, and what is it? if 
you ſhould have a{l the Pleaſures and 
Pciviledges thar are upon earth, what 
zs this ?1t is not life: 4 mans life conſiſt> 
eth not in the abundance of theſe things, 
You would, if you were in So/omons 
caſe, ſay as Soioman did, that ſo much 
ſhould do no more, and wonder at it 
to), That he ſhould have ſo much to 
eive him content, and yet no content 

by jt,it vexed him, | 
Thus (co proceed no further upon 
this Head, ) you ſce how Chriſt is gain 
r0/U5, as heisthe End of our living. as 
well 
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well as the Authorof it; as weliveto 
him. *'Tis a very poor living, not 
worth the while co live, if we don't live 
co Chriſt. But then-- 

Secondly. here's a thing that looks 
111and that's Death; 'ris a gr:m Se-j:anc 
that no boily cares to be arceſted with, 
Why now, Chriſt is the gain of Dying 
s | too: Not onely, Chriit is gain to-me 
e | Living, but Chriſt is gain to me Dying: 
f | He makes it worth our while to Dyes 
4d | In that fore-quored Text, +;Cor. 3-227 
at | ſayes he, Life & yours; 1, and Death is 
f- | yours, Death is become a conlecrated 
fe | thing, and allo dedicated to your fer- 
vict. | | 
ch | Now, I fthall conſider this under 
it | theſe two general Heads,-. - 
1t0 | 1- As by Chrift death is become gain? 
ent | In parting of w, and all that's evil. 

2. As it isthe poſſeſſing as of all that's 
1920| good, Firſt, 'TIis the taking away of 
oain|allevil, A good man, when he dyes, 
. as| goes froma!] evil toall good 5 and a 
well ; F| | bad 
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| From all good to all bad, to allevil, 


) _ 
bad man, alas! when hedies,' he goes 


How comes death tobe (o different a 
thing to one and to another, bur thac 
one is found in Chriſt, and not the 0+ 
ther? 'cis Chriſt chat makes it again 
ro die, | 

1. Chriſt is the gain of dying, by 
taking us from that which it would 
trouble us to be caken from while we 
are here. How many things do we 
need to piece out, andto patch up a 
poor ſorry life £ TheOar of this world, 
that white and yellow earth, the thing 
we call Money, how needful a thing is 
it in this world? fcr {it anſwers all 
things, it pay's all requiſirs, reckon- 


' Ings,&'s, I but now, when we come to 


dye, we ſhall need Money no more ; we 
ſhall need Mvſick no more, not that 
which many think che beſt muſick, che 
chincking of filver and gold ; no, nor 
the whiſtling of Silk agd Silken brave 


ries; nay, and that which is better _ 
| | a 


( 
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this, we ſhall aedho" wie nor no 
children, nor friends no more - theie 
lictle things that ſleal away the greateſt 
hearts many times, |we ſhall need chem 
no more: we ſhall part withall our - 
pleaſant things, and never find chem - 
wanting. I bur, {hi 


2. We ſhall not onely part with 
thoſe things which are at beſt but Com- 
paratively vil; but we ſhall be ridof_ 
all our Pains and Sorrows roo; theſe. 
Akeing- Bones, we ſhall kiow no more_ 
of them- Is it not a gain to part with 
a Diſeaſe when weare under ic ? isit 
not a gain to berid of your Pain when 
you are under. it |, Why, your good 
friend Chriſt Feſus is very. careful to- 
help you co this way of gaining, to 
Heal you of all your Diſesſes, to exſe 
you of all your Pain. How many means, 
many times, when men are fick, will 
they uſe,and what coſt will they be ar, 
co keep themſelves from a little Pain? If 

| | il Fa : yea, 
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'||yea, what pain will r:ey endure to be 
}eafed of pain? what bliſterings, &c ? 
| Now, Beloved, when we come to die, 
|| pain i$ gone z- -- Sorrow 4nd Pghing ſhell 
(flee away, Ia 35.10, And abi tears, 
|| choſe that are like pearls upon the faces 
of chem that mcurn for their fins, ſhall 
be wiped off, Rev. 7. 19, Yea, | 
3+ You ſhall be rid of all your Temp- 
Zations too: thoſe hunting doggin 
things,you ſhall be rid of them all : for, 
|| where you are going, the Devil dares 
!} not appears and to he (ſure he can't 
ſend his Temptations there w!:ere he 
| can'tcome him(clf. This on»ly is the 
!! time when we ſhould pry Lead ws not 
|| 6ate Temptation, What w..uld ſome of 
|| you give, that you mig! be rid of 
| ER thatdiſturb you, if they 
| dan'tdefileyou? and diiconrage you, 


is 1! 


| if they don'c dif.enable you> I ſay, 
| what would you 'give to be 1id of 
# them? Why. I pray you, when this 
friend of yours [Death | comes, kiſs 


him 
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him for welcom, and ſay, Now fare” 


wel Temptations. Nay,burt then-- 

4- (Co tell you better News then 
this) Chriſt hath made Death gain in 
'this ſenſe. It ſhall cid you of all your 
fns. The good mansend is ſurely the 
b:ginning of his true happineſs, for it 
puts an end to fin, Write happine [5 
opon thar day that. parts fz and you-- 


| You may very well be conteor, thac 


God ſhould rake away life, wheo the. 
fruit of ic ſhall b2 the taking away 
of SIM. | 
"Thus you ſee how Chriſt hath made- 
Dtath gain, wis. as tis the taking a- 
way of evil, beit of one name or ate 
other- | 
Secoadly,he hath' made Death a gain 
to his, 4s 1t proves an in-let into all | 
200d. Weare uſually gladat che day 
of x- Birth, when, alas !'tis but a Mitt: 


 muthat ſends us into a Death; (for (0 


it proves to us :). how glad ſhould we. | 
be then of a day of New 85th? Andyer, 
F 3 beyond. 
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beyond both thete, how glad ſhould 
we be of this, of a day of Deathe 1 

afraid we talk idlely when we calkof 
the joyes of Heaven, and of the Happineſs 
that's there, and yet are loth to aye. 
Who would think that man inearnct 
char ſhould ſay he were'willing to go 
to Heaven,burt he would chuſe his way 
thither, he would noc go by this path, 
he would not go through the valley of 
Death thither? Surely, Beloved, the 


 waycan never be (9 Tedious as the end | 


| will be Pleaſant. And therefore me- 


thinks, if the end of the Journey ſhall 
be ſo Contentfull, the Fourney thould 
not be ſo Diſpleaſeng. 
W hy > what ſhall wegain by dying? 
Why, 
1. Yeu ſhall go, and go to, and ſee 
theGod whom you have longed 20 ſee, 
God is certainly a ſight worth dying 
for: who would grudge to give his 
| Penny, that he might be admitced 9 
$ (ce ſo glorious a ſhy; (if you will ad- 
| mit 
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from the Lord, 2 Cor 5-6. Had not 
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mit ſuch ea» wards for ſuch great 
things.) While we ave in the Body ( faith 
the Apoſtle expreſsly,) we are abſent 


you rather be with the Lord, than from 
the Lord? then is Death your gair. SO 
that this is one of the gains you (hall 
have by Chriſt, | when you- ſhall dye,, 
98% ſhall then go and ſee the Lord:. 
. 2- You ſhall goco Chriſt your Trea- 
ſure : ( for ſo we call him. ) Do bar: 
think howChriſt debaſed himſc1f when 
he put on his travelling clothes, and 
come into this world for thy ſake , and 
wile not thou pur off thine to go to 
him ? wilt. got thou put off choſe that 
he put or.? would(t not thou rather part 
with fleſh and blood and goto Heaven 
thannot go to Heaven and keep fle 
and blood? If we live where we ſhoale 
live, we now live in Heaven, fo 
there is our Chriſt, there is our Tres 
ſure.. 


= 
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has bin a long time, (if you be a Chri- 
ſtian ;) and what wilt do here with- 
out thy heart, I pray thee? Every 
| Chriſtian thatis ſoin deed, andin pow- 
er, he is one indeed that lives on earth, 
but has his heart in Heaven. Now,you 
That know what it is to love, know 
what a death abſence is from that 
which you call your Hearr. Can you 


Ii} be long from your Dear Heart? What ? 


||} can you be long from your Hearts > You 


will not you go tothem? was the place 
1} good Enough for your hearts, and not 
| 4oryou? "Tis true, Beloved, a Chri- 
If} ian may ſay, '7is good to be here, be-+ 
i} cauſe he' is i» Chriſt, bur he cannot 
lt Fay, '7is beſt ro be here; *Tis beſt to be 
| with Chrift :- as the Apoſile, T long to be 
Ill diſſolved, and to be with Chriſt, which is 
i far better, I, beſt of all. 'Tis a bleſ- 
— ſedexchange,to go from Earthto Hea- 
| wen, from Mortality to 1rmortality, and 
Wn. from 
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3. You ſhall go where your heart 


i} ſay you have fenc them to Heaven, and. 


= a 


0 


Ly ww 
from corruption to corruption; 'Tis 
true indeed, the body is ſown in ſome 
adiſhonoar, (thozgh I am afraid that is- 
the [eaſt of our concernes when we are 
about todie -) I ſay, 'cis true, the body 
is ſown inlome diſhovour, but it will riſe 
in honoxr s a far more glorious body 
then ever your eyes yer ſaw, or (hal 
ſee. if you cantell how to think, whar 
a ſpiritual body is, ſuch will yours be,if 
your ſouls 20 to Heaven, This death, 
or dying, toa Saint, is (as one ſays) 
like a returning Ship, unloadenof its | 
freight: the ſou], that's the Ownerg 
Go:i has the Hulk : | that's moated up- 
in the Haven, and is ugready, but on- 
ly to be new built, and firred for an 
eternal Voyage. | And whar hurt is 
this, to be better built, to have a more 
glorious body then now we have. 
would we once learn to be true to our 
r:aſon, and think it beſt to change for: 
the beſt £ 

Now as for the proof of this Prepo-; 
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ſition, That Chriſl is gain, the gain of life 


| and death, | (hall not infiſt upon it 
by it ſelf, baviag done it allalong. 
| therefore ſhall draw toa cloſe, by ma- 


king of ſome Application.. - 
Firſt then, by way of 1nformatior} 


{amd - | 
t. We inferthis, That the life and 


death of Saints i the beſt life and atath z 
it is the moſt gainful life and death. 
Feloved, we complain generally, That 
Trading is dead; 1 would that you 
would tet ap on that Trade that 7 will 
commend to you, the Trade of Godlineſs; 
it makes all cich that follow it cloſe, 
-- Godlineſs-- is great gain, 1 Tim, 6.6. 
And this it is, that makes.the Saints 
life the beſt life, that it is 4 g02ly life, « 


life of Goalineſs. There area generati- | 


on of fools in the world, (for ſo they 
will one day call themſelves :) who 
ſuffer themſelves to be robbed and 
cheated of their eſtate, by the charmes 
of this bewitching world ; and when 


+ - 


they, 


[ 
/ 


ry 
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(193) | | 2 Y 
they have had the luſt of the eye, and: 
cheJuſt of the fl:ſh, and the pride of. 


life, die and are damned, I ſay, there 


are (uch a generation, and they will 
one day call themſelves (o :- We fooles 
thonght their lives madneſs: Why now, 
their death muſt needs be 4ad- why? 
becauſe their /ife was not gopd. But | 
now, the Saints death, that cannot be 
bad: and why ? becauſe their life was: 
good, That's well, is it not, (udge | 
you) thar ends well? and whatcan end 
betres then to end in Heaven , why 
that's their end - at death, there begins | 
the life of their ſouls. | Wb 
a.[s Chriſt the gais of life and dearh? | 
Theo,, (inners, have you any love for | 
your ſouls? Come in to/Chriſt, come in 
to Chriſt, Would you hive gatzers £q 
life, and die gainers by death ? Come. 
ia toChriſt then, How [ad would it be, 
if another day you ſhould hear Chriſt 
{ſaying to you , Away to Hell ; you woubh 
nor come ts meas jog might have Life 
ef 
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| the b=ſt thing thac was to be had, You 
| If! 5pould mot come 10 me that Jou might 
| 1}! have life, This pirifyl poor life that 
| l thou liveſt here, thou'wouldſt redeem 
| {f/ it with thy livelihood. 1,56: for skin 
| It} - 2ponldſ? thow g10e for thy life: and is & 
If zernal life worth nothing with thee, 
iſ} not worth coming to Chriſt ? and re- 
iff ally,if chou doeſt not come to him, chou 
| art a very great loſer by it , for there rs 
''f m0 other Name under Heaven given a- 
|} rongſt men, by which we can be ſaved 5; 
neither ts there (acvation in any other, Till 
| -ihere is ſalvation in another, or God 
# hath another Son whom he calls his. 
only begotten, Or his well- beloved Son,ne- 
ver dream of going to Heaven with- 
out this, Why, Man, let me tell thee 
over and over, thou wilt loſe by li- 
Vings ard loſe mere by dying, if thou: 
be'ſt not in Chrif{+ whatever the Saints 
get by living or dying, chou wilt loſe 
all thar, Canſt chou bear going to. | 
Hell 2: chink on't: ASk thy ſoul: ſinner, | 
Fe ; now, | 


4 
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now and then alone, Can 7 bear with 
going co Hell? can I bear everlaſting 
urnings? if I can't, why then do [| 
&s dally with my ſoul ? | why do I ſtay 
without a Chriſt, except I have a mind 
togoro Hell? You will oneday wiſh, 
O chatl had never lived' Now you. 
y Wiſh many times, O that /mighr never 
die! O that Imight neyer dic Then 
you will wiſh, O chat | 7 rever bad /:- 
ved ' my life wasa leſs to me, and my 

death a Hell. But | 
| Secondly, by way 'of Exhortation. 
|  _ You thatareChrills, be exhorted to 
;. - theſe three or four things, and then 7} 
have done... | | 
' 1. Beexhorted forejoyce in Chriſt 4- 
lone + not inthis or that Man or Things: 
rejojce in Chriſt alone. See how the A- 
. poſtle urgeth this upon theſe Philippi- 
41s, in ver» 26: of chis chapter. --That- 
f Your rejojcing may be more abundant: 
| in Chriſt J:(us for we, by my coming to 
'> | Yon again. The | rejoycing muſt be in 
j | Chriſt, | 
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and we have no confidence iwihe fleſh, be 


'Þ} it che faireſt, tendereſt fleſh that ever 
ih} was: Nay»(wack)in that famous place 
IF that /inſtaaced in before (1 Cor.3.) Let 
iff 20 man (ſays fie) glory inman: Why 
[1] not? why.'tis too narrow, you confine 
| [| your (clves; for, ſays he, all things are 
I jours. Will you glory in a little,when 
{| you have ſo much to glory in ? Paul i 
If yours: Apollo i yours : Cephas u yours: 
if Life and Death & yours : but (hill re- 
| member, you are Chrifs, oreiſe theſe 
[| arenone of yours O let Chriſt be the 
| zop, and the All, the All inal. royong 
I} alin all Perſons, and ll in all Things 4 
I lec him be your al/ i» all. 


2. Spend and be ſpent for this Chriſt } 


= why, you Will gamn byicz 24, though 


you 


Chriſt, notin Paul; --That your rejoycing 

| [tan Chriſt may be more abundant, lays hee 
'}] So ſaith the ſame Apoſtle again to the 
ſame Philippians, Chap. 3. and begin« - 
[ ning, -- Our rejojcing is in Chriſt Feſus, 
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you waſte your lite nncodeath;you will 
oain by ic. Truly, Beloved,our Saviour - 
iS infititcly before-hand : and rhe obs 
ligations we have to him can never be. 
an{wered: Why , let it quicken us. 
however, to do what we can, let's. 
ſpend and be ſpent for Chriſt- ler's. 
minde nothing but this,or nothing like 
to this, that Chrift in all things may be 
magnified, be ic by life or death, and i£. 
Chriſt may be but magnified, chen let 
us ſay as the Apoſtle, A520. 24, Iga 
bound ts Jeruſalems not knowing whak 
[ball befal me there, though 1 expe& 
no good: onely bonds and afflitions } 
abide me; I am (ure of chat. Well, | 
what then, Pazn/?. will theſe ſcare | 
and affright you from going? . No, 
None of theſe things move me , ntir 
ther count 1. my. life dear unto my 
ſelf, ſo that .1| may finiſh my courſe- 
So char I may| buc finiſh my courſe» 
I go not. care whatſoever befals me * 

| | 7 


| 


| (112) + 
Ic hall get by it whether 7 live or die; 
;ofor Chriſt is my gain, J/ have no- 
if g;tbing todo in the world, nor am good 
[| efor nothing elſe, but tolive to Chriſt, 
n/2ud dieto him ;. and that 7 may do 
4this , none of theſe things ſhall 
:\Crouble mr. And in Ads 21. you 
yMmay ſee him 4n the (ſame minde. 
There were (ome Chriſtians chat hd 
; compaſſion on Paul when . Bonds were 
; prophefied to befal him,and che y would 
\ have ſail to himzas Petey to Chrift, Save 
| thy ſelf, Paul z Spare thy ſelf. Nay, 
\ ſayshe, inver, 13. That mea Te to 
{| | weep, and to break mine heart 2 for 1 am 
| ready, not onely tobe bound, but WP to 
| | dye at Feruſalem for the Name of the 
Lord Feſus, This temper of ſpiritis- 
| ugly becoming the Diſciples of © hriſt, 
| 3- Be not afraid of Death. Really, 
4 | ſoratimes people fall into ſuch an Ape, 
| that they are more afraid to live then 
| todye: Why, be not afraid, neirher 
' to /ive,. norto dye: for, if you live to 
| Chriſt, 


_ — — a 


—_— —— 


— rom ants 


- 


LA. bs 


hb — &@ ww. re 


#1 |] 


(113) : 
Chriſt, eicher Life or Deazhis gain: 
But, ſeeing 'tis generally Death that is 
moſt burdenſome, | ( for we can bear 
the inconveniencies of Zife , ) why, 
fear not De ath. Fear it net | Why? why, 
the Prince of Peace hath diſarmed the 
King of Terrours- Death (you know) 
is call'd the King of Terrours, Job18.14. 
Chriſt, the Prince of Peace, bath di(- 
armeJ the King of Terrours, as you have | 
it, in Heb. 2.14, | He hath deſtroyed him. 
(diſarmed him) that had the power of 
Death, that is, the Devil. And, ever 
ſiace, He wears the keyes of Death, and of 
Hell, Rev. 1. 18, Jeſus Chriſt, he 
Wrath taken away the ſting of death. 
They (ay chat Bees are pretty things to 
play withal, when their ſtings are our, 
Way, here is a Beethat (as I may lay) 
you may play wichal, for the ſting is 
gone. Whartis the {ing of Death, but 
lin? and has not Chriſt taken away 
fia* Ir was the ſting that made deach 
to be (o terrible. | Bur now, though 
" ceath 


| (114) 
death be an enemy to Natwre, making 
an utrer breach, yet *cis a friend to 
grace. | I may ſay of it as Bernard does, 
'tis a valley of Achor;1,that it is indeed a 
viliey of Achor, but 'tis a dore of hope 
that gives entrance intoa better Pard- 
diee, thinever this world did, or ever 
will prove. Do but weep ( as the Mar- 
tyr ſaid, ) and tis over, 'Tis but ſhoot- 
108 this Bridge, and -from a Priſon to a 
Conrt immediately. / 

4+ And laſtly» Without repining, 
and without murmuring, 1» patience 
poſſeſs your ſouls, however God deales 
with you, or yours: Will hethart you 
live > 'be willing to live: Will he that 
you dye? be willing to dye: Why? 
they zre both a gain. Done think it 
a Supererogative piece of ſervice to 
ſtay here to ſerve your Chriſt, who 


came from Heaven to do you ſervice : 


If he does not come and take you to 
[:imſelf, he will come himſeif and hive 
with you, for he has profeſled, he will 

nc» 
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.never leave you, nor forſake you, Heb. 
L 2.5, No, though you be its the fire, or in 


the water, he will be with you theres 11a. 
43.2. If ſo, then, Beloved, (1 ſay, ) 
in patience poſſeſs your ſouls , for whil® 
you have a burdenſome body about 
you, and are converſant in a trouble- 
ſome world, yet to live is gain- And 
when it will be a gain tolive no. lon» 
ger, God willgive you a Remove, you 
ſhall dye, and char will be a greater 
gain. God will make uſe of his Saiots 
here as iong as he ſee's it good, and 
when they have finiſhed their work, 
finithed their teſtimony, be it by doing, | 
or by ſuffcring,he| will call chem home; |} 


- and O how welcom they will chen. | 


be / Well then|, ler us rejoyce in 
nothing ſo much as this, chat Chriſt 
is mazuified; that we io him 
waile we live; | and if We go to 
die, we Will die to him too; for, 
Whether we live or die, we are the 
Lords. 


And 
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| And 7 beſeech you (Beloved) the 
F eather to lay itto heart, becauſe God 
has ſent me once more, whom you ne- 
ver thought to have /5ved, or if lived, 
yer never © have come to ſpeak to 
you again. O let it never be ſaid, that 
one came (as it were) back from the 
Grave on this errand, That you wonld 
live and dieto Chriſt; and to tell you 
the earn on'e, and yet you would nor 
havea Chriſt co rale over you. For 
ought 7 know, this may be the next 
Ecrran?), torell God what entertain- 
ment 7 had, when 1 role from the 
Grave and Preached Chriſt to you. 
Surely, | when you pray'd for my life - 
you did not foroer co pray for your 
fouls. Why now, what ben:fic will 
my life do you, or your life do your 
ſelves, 1 be not to Chriſt? Whar 
atvantag® can there accrew by our 


being without the Pit of Corruption, but 
this, that we may magnifi: Chriſt > and 
.. how can this bs done, but by ourlis« 
ving 
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ving or cyiog to him? And theres: 
forc, let's lay this truth up, and le: nor | 
that die, which (ic may be) coſt me 
dearer then you are aware of , Let not 


Conſider of what I have ſaid, and the 


Lord give you underflanding in all 
things, Wii 9H 


